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SEMI-CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION 

OF    THE 

Opening  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market 

AUGUST  26,   1876. 

WITH  A 
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HE  lapse  of  half  a  centuiy  since  the  building  of 
Faneuil  Hall  Market,  was  deemed  by  the  occupants 
an  occasion  worthy  of  public  recognition ;  and 
they,  therefore,  took  the  necessary  measures  for 
its  due  observance.  The  remarkable  history  of  the  enter- 
prise, on  the  part  of  the  City  government,  fifty  years  ago ; 
the  eminent  success  which  has  attended  it  during  this 
period,  and  the  general  interest  manifested  in  the  celebra- 
tion, seem  to  demand  some  memorial  of  the  occasion  and 
the  incidents  connected  with  it.  In  preparing  this,  the 
committee  have  been  governed  by  a  desire  to  preserve  a 
complete  history  of  the  event,  without  other  embellish- 
ments than  such  as  properly  belong  to  the  occasion  and 
those  who  participated  in  it.  It  does  not  become  them 
to  magnify  the  importance  of  the  business  in  which  they 
are  engaged,  or  the  wide  field  of  its  operations  at  home 
and   abroad ;    but   they   may   very   properly   speak   of  its 
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growth,  ill  extent  and  importance,  since  the  erection  of 
the  present  building.  Fifty  years  ago,  the  business  of  the 
market  was  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  city  and 
its  immediate  neighborhood,  and  scarcely  looked  beyond 
the  absolute  necessities  of  the  family  table  in  its  business. 
Fruit  of  all  kinds  at  that  time,  was  a  luxury,  and  hardly, 
save  for  some  cooking  purposes,  entered  into  the  diet  of 
the  household.  The  market  house  itself  was  thought  to 
be  a  piece  of  extravagance,  not  required  at  the  time,  or  yet 
to  come  within  a  purview  of  a  liberal  forecast  of  the 
future.  They  "  builded  better  than  they  knew,"  as  many 
others  have  done ;  and  we  210W  see,  in  our  daily  expe- 
rience, how  to  their  fullest  extent  all  the  accommodations 
afforded  by  the  market  building,  and  in  fact,  its  whole 
neighborhood,  are  improved.  Even  Faneuil  Hall,  which  was 
relieved  of  its  tenants  fifty  years  ago,  has  for  many  years 
been  pressed  into  the  service,  and  new  markets  of  con- 
siderable size  have  been  opened  and  occupied  all  around 
and  beyond  it.  No  condition  of  things,  as  we  see  them 
to-day,  could  possibly  have  been  foreseen  or  foretold,  and 
if  they  had  been,  could  hardly  have  been  provided  for  by 
the  city.  So  vastly  has  the  business  of  the  market  —  no 
longer  for  Boston  alone,  or  for  the  Commonwealth,  but  for 
the  whole  of  New  England,  and  even  beyond  its  borders  — 
been  increased  and  extended.  It  is  now  doing  the  business 
for  a  large  section  of  the  country,  as  a  distributing  centre; 
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so  that,  while  the  population  of  the  city  has  increased  six- 
fold, the  business  of  the  market  and  its  surrounding's  has 
increased  more  than  twenty-fold;  and  seems  to-day,  more 
surely  than  ever  before,  extending  its  operations  and  in- 
creasing its  demands.  Its  supplies  are  drawn  from  cities, 
towns  and  villages,  in  nearly  all  the  States  in  the  Union, 
from  Texas  to  Maine,  from  Oregon  to  Florida,  and  from 
islands  and  countries  beyond  the  borders  of  the  States  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  demanding,  more  than  any  other 
single  interest,  means  of  transportation  which  only  our  ex- 
isting railroads  and  commerce  can  supply.  The  market  and 
the  market-men  are  also  interested,  and  are  daily  becoming 
more  so,  in  the  large  export  trade  of  Boston,  not  only  of 
provisions  generally,  but  also  of  fruits.  The  amount  of  this 
trade  is  already  very  large,  and  is  an  important  element  in 
the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  city. 

Note.  —  The  Committee  of  Arrangements  having 
accepted  the  generous  proposal  of  Messrs.  L.  F.  Lawkence 
&  Co.,  to  print  the  account  of  the  Festival,  the  work  has 
been  executed  by  them  with  a  degree  of  taste  and  judg- 
ment, which  the  occupants  of  the  market  will  appreciate. 
The  delay  which  has  occurred  in  the  publication  of  the 
volume,  has  been  in  a  measure  unavoidable,  but  will  not 
detract  from  the  interest  felt  in  the  occasion  or  lessen  the 
desire  to  preserve  a  suitable  memorial  of  tlie  event  and  of 


4 


t 


those  who  participated.  In  behalf  of  tlie  occupants  of  the 
market,  the  committee  pubhcly  present  their  thanks  to 
Messrs.  L.  F.  Lawrence  &  Co.  for  tlie  handsome  manner 
in  which  they  have  performed  the  service. 
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Preliminary  Proceedings  : 

COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEIVIENTS. 
SUB-COM]ynTTEE. 
MARSHALS. 

CO.MMITTEE  ON  PRESENTATION. 
CARD   OF  INVITATION. 
INVITATIONS. 
THE  PROCESSION. 
PRESENTATION  OF  CANES. 
LETTER   OF   PRESENTATION. 
ROUTE   OF  THE  PROCESSION. 
DECORATIONS, 
The  Dinner : 

BILL  OF  FARE. 
FESTIVITIES  OF  THE  TABLE. 
OPENING   ADDRESS. 
SPEECH  OF  Hon.  JOSIAH  QUINCY. 
"  "    GOVERNOR  RICE. 

"  "    ALDERMAN  CLARK. 

"  "    CURTIS  GUILD. 

"  "    Dr.  GEORGE  B.  LORING. 

"  "    Maj.  S.  B.  PHINNEY. 

POEM  BY  NATHANIEL  CHILDS. 
SPEECH  OF  Rev.  W.  H.  CUDWORTH, 
"      J.  M.  ATWOOD. 
"  "    PRESIDENT  CURTIS. 

Correspondence  : 

LETTER  FROM  MAYOR  COBB. 

"  "         EX-MAYOR  LINCOLN. 

Occupants  of  the  Market  : 

FANEUIL  HALL  MARKET. 
NEW  FANEUIL  HALL  MARKET. 
Occupants  of  the  Cellars : 

FANEUIL  HALL  JNIARKET. 
NEW  FANEUIL  HALL  MARKET. 
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IJosTON  Market  : 

First  idea  of  a  Market;  a  Market  "disallowed;"  Three  Markets  estab- 
lished; proposal  of  Peter  Faneuil;  Building  of  Faueuil  Hall. 

Faneuil  Hall  Market  : 

Message  from  Mayor  Quiiicy;  Eeport  of  the  Committee;  to  be  laid  before 
the  people;  Meeting  of  the  Citizens;  Definite  action  of  the  City  Council; 
New  Committee  appointed;  Land  purchased;  Building  Committee  ap- 
pointed ;  Plan  of  the  Market-house ;  The  Corner  Stone ;  Further  extension 
of  the  work;  Concerning  South  Market  Street;  The  Building  as  completed; 
Total  cost  of  the  Enterprise. 

Business  of  the  Market  : 

Its  character  and  extent;  improvements  in  the  business;  Beef  and  Pork 
Trade;  the  Apple  Trade;  Fruit  Dealers;  the  Fish  Markets,  &c. 

ADDENDA. 
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MEETING  of  the  occupants  of  Faneuil  Hall 
Market  (including  the  occupants  of  Faneuil 
Hall),  was  held  at  the  Superintendent's  office, 
on  Friday,  August  17,  1876,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  arrangements  to  celebrate  the  50th  anniversavv  of 
the  opening  of  the  Market  on  the  26th  of  August,  1826. 
J.  Herman  Curtis,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Chairman,  and 
Geo.  H.  Tinkham,  Esq.,  Secretary.  After  consideration 
of  the  subject,  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  to 
constitute   a  Committee  of  Arrangements, 
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J.   V.    FLETCHER,   Chairman. 


N.  BEIMBECOM, 
W.  H.  H.  FUR  HER, 
HENRY  FARNUM, 
L.  B.  HISCOCK, 
INCREASE  E.  NOYBS, 
S.  F.WOODB  RIDGE, 
STACY  HALL, 
D.  E.  BUTTERFIELD, 
FREEMAN  J.  DOE, 
JOHN  P.  SQUIRE, 


H.  L.    LAWRENCE, 
GEO.  H.  PHILBROOK, 
IRA  HILAND, 
A.  H.  JONES, 

C.  E.  MORRISON, 
L.  D.  JACKSON, 
S.  S.  LEARNARD, 
WINSOR  GLEASON, 

D.  G.  HART  WELL, 
SAM'L  B.  KROGMAN. 


GEO.     H.    TINKHAM,   Secretary. 
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Sub-  pOM/VlITTEES. 


t 


At  a  subsequent  meeting  on  tlie  18th,  the  following 
Sub-Committees  were  appointed,  viz. : 

ON    DECORATIONS. 

J.  V.  Fletcher,  Geo.  H.  Philbrook,  Stacy  Hall, 

WiNSOR  Gleason,  Ira  Hiland. 


ON    DINNER   AND    PRINTING. 

L.  B.  HiscocK,  S.  V,.  Krogman,  S.  S.  Learnard 

N.  Brimbecom,  L.  D.  Jackson. 


ON    MUSIC. 

C.  E.  Morrison,  D.  E.  Butterfielp,  Freeman  J.  Doe, 

D.  G.  Hartwell,  H.  S.  Lawrence. 


ON    INVITATIONS   AND   SPEECHES. 

John  P.  Squire,  J.  V.  Fletcher,  Henry  Farnum, 

W.  H.  H.  FuRBER,         S.  S.  Learnard,  S.  F.  Woodbridge. 


A.  H.  Jones, 


ON    FINANCE. 
C.  E.  Morrison, 
George  H.  Philbrook. 


D.    E.    BUTTERFIELD, 


ON    POEM. 
Samuel  B.  EIrogman. 
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SHALS. 


The  following  Gentlemen  were  chosen 

to  officiate  as  Marshals  : 


Chief  Marshal, 


D.  A.  DUNBAR. 


ISAAC   WATTS. 


AIDS  : 

MARLBOROUGH    WILLIAMS. 


ASSISTANTS 


H.  S.  BEAN. 
E.  F.  LOCKE. 
E.  D.  CHAPIN. 
BENJ.  HINCKLEY. 


C.  E.  SPENCER. 
GEO.  E.  SKINNER. 
NAHUM  CHAPIN,  JR. 
LORENZO  M.  DYER. 
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i]T  another  meeting  on  the  24th,  it  being  stated  that 
of  the  original  occupants  of  the  market,  at  the  time 
of  opening  in  1826,  only  four  were  present,  still 
engaged  in  business,  it  was  voted  to  present  each  of  these 
gentlemen  with  a  handsomely-mounted  cane  ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing named  were  appointed  a  committee  for  this  purpose, 
viz. :  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Doe,  Ftjrber  and  Noyes. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  Hiscock,  it  was  voted  that 
J.  Herman  Curtis,  one  of  the  original  occupants  of  the 
market,  be  invited  to  preside  at  the  festival ;  and  as  a  mark 
of  respect  the  vote  was  taken  by  rising,  when  the  motion 
was  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  secretary  instructed  to 
communicate  the  vote  to  Mr.  Curtis. 

A  further  vote  was  passed  giving  Mr.  J.  W.  Black 
permission  to  take  such  photographic  views  as  he  might 
wish. 
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Cap  of  IlfVIT/TION. 
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The    FIFTIETH     ANNIVERSARY    of  the  opening  of 
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will  he  celebrated   by   a   dinner,   given  by   its  occupants,  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  on 

SATURDAY,  AUG.  26,  AT  4  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 
YoTA,  are  cordially  invited  to  be  present. 


GEO.  H.  TINKHAM, 

Secretary. 


J.  V.   FLETCHER, 

Chairman. 
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INVITA  TION8. 


His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  ALEXANDER  H,  KICE. 
His  Honok,  the  Mayor,  SAMUEL  C.  COBB. 
Hon.  WILLIAM  GASTON.  Hon.  J.  M.  WIGHTMAN. 

Hon.  HENRY  L.  PIERCE.  Hon.  OTIS  NORCROSS. 

Hon.  F.  W.  LINCOLN.  Hon.  GEORGE  B.  LORING. 

Hon.  JOSIAH  QUINCY. 


WILLIAM  A.  SIMMONS, 
JOHN  M.  EISKE, 
E.  S.  TOBEY, 
JOHN  T.  CLARK, 
SOLOMON  B.  STEBBINS, 
WILLIAM  POPE. 
A.  O.  BIGELOW, 
A.  A.  BURRAGE. 
CLINTON  VILES, 
HUGH  O'BRIEN, 
GEO.  T.  SAMPSON, 
LIVERUS  HULL, 
E.  THOMPSON, 
C.  BURNHAM, 
T.  J.  WHIDDEN. 
J.  Q.  A.  BRACKETT, 
HARVEY  JEWELL, 
MARSHAL  P.  WILDER, 
T.  T.  SAWYER, 
WM.  T.  WALKER, 
W.  B.  CRAFTS, 


Esq.  JUDGE  J.  P.  SANGER, 

COL.  C.  G.  ATWOOD. 
CHAS.  R.  TRAIN,  Esq. 

JOHN  CUMMINGS, 
PETER  B.  BRIGHAM, 
ROLAND  WORTHINGTON, 
T.  B.  HARRIS, 
C.  J.  PRESCOTT, 
NATHANIEL  SEAVER, 
NEWTON  TALBOT, 
.JOHN  BROWN, 
ROBERT  MARSH, 
^       JOSEPH  L.  DREW, 
'     WILLIAM  F.  BROOKS, 
NEHEMIAH  GIBSON, 
L.  R.  CUTTER, 
A.  J.  HALL, 
(J.  H.  DENNIE, 
S.  F.  McCLEARY, 
Capt.  JEREMIAH  TINKHAM. 
JACOB  B.  WINCHESTER,  Esq. 
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JOHN  P.  HEALY,  Esq. 

JAMES  C.  TUCKER, 

EDWARD  H.  SAVAGE, 

ALVAH  H.  PETERS, 

THOMAS  HILLS, 

JOSEPH  S3UTH, 

ISAAC  S.  BURRILL, 

CURTIS  GUILD, 

AL^TN  ADAMS, 

WM.  ^Y.  AVHEILDON, 

JOHN  L.  SWIFT, 

CHAS.  W.  SLACK, 

R.  P.  EATON, 

GEORGE  NOYES, 

L.  WETHERELL, 

C.  M.  HOVEY, 

WM.  \\\[NN,  of  Biu-lington, 

GEORGE  McKAY, 

Gen.  E.  W.  STONE, 

( iEN.  JAMES  CRAIG,  of  INlissouri. 

Major  PHINNEY,  of  15arnstable, 

LEWIS  SLACK,  Esq. 

W.  H.  CUD  WORTH,  D.D.  Chiqilain. 

ROLLIX  H.  NEALE,  D.D. 

A.  A.  MINER,  D.D. 
^L  J.  SAVAGE,  D.D. 

W.  H.  H.  MURRAY,  D.D. 

Rev.  I.  M.  AT  WOOD, 

JABEZ  FISHER,  Esq. 

B.  B.  DAVIS, 
HENRY  DEAN, 

EDWARD  SANDS,  „ 


REUBEN  RICE, 
E.  BULLARD, 
L.  W.  CONANT, 
JOHN  PEARSON, 
S.  SAWIN, 
AMOS  DODGE, 
AUSTIN  BELKNAP, 
LUCIUS  SLADE, 
JAISIES  NEWCOMB, 
GILBERT  NOURSE, 
FREDERICK  W.  DELANO, 
LEMUEL  PITTS, 
HORACE  PIERCE, 
HARRISON  FAY, 
WM.  HAYDEN, 
JACOB  HITTINGER, 
NATHANIEL  JACKSON. 
I.  F.  TAYLOR, 
NATHAN  SAUNDERS, 
GEO.  W.  WHITE, 
JOHN  BOTUME,  Jr. 
GEO.  D.  BALDWIN, 
DAVID  PULSIFER, 
JAMES  W.  BALDWIN, 
JOSEPH  STONE, 
ELDRED  RAND, 
JAMES  SCOTT, 
J.  B.  BRIGHAM, 
A.  P.  CLARK, 
OTIS  MONROE, 
ELBRIDGE  G.  KNIGHT, 
MORRIS  B.  BOYNTON, 


Esq 
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The   Procession. 


.T  three  o'clock,  the  holders  of  tickets  assembled 
■^}  in  South  Market  Street,  to  the  number  of  four 
hundred,  and  were  formed  in  procession,  with 
Brown's  Band  at  the  head,  under  Chief  Marshal  Dunbar, 
his  aids  and  assistants,  with  the  four  gentlemen  who.weie 
among  the  first  occupants  of  the  Market  House,  forming  the 
first  platoon.  At  the  easterly  end  of  South  Market  Street, 
facing  Commercial,  while  standing  in  position,  the  proces- 
sion was  photographed  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Black  and  his  assist- 
ants, in  a  very  successful  manner,  as  may  be  seen  in  the 
plate  which  we    are  thus  enabled  to  present. 
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The  Presentation. 


iEFORE  the  Procession  moved  the  interestino-  cere- 


1^1^  niony,  unexpected  by  the  recipients,  of  presenting 
the  canes  to  the  surviving  members  of  the  first 
occupants  of  the  market,  was  performed  by  Me.  J.  V. 
Fletcher,  chairman  of  the  committee  for  that  purpose. 
The  canes  were  of  ebony,  with  gold  heads,  eiich  inscribed 

as    "Presented   to ,    by   the    occupants   of 

Faneuil  Hall  Market,  Boston,  August  26,  1876,"  and  were 
presented  to 

Messrs.  J.  HERMAN  CURTIS, 
HARRISON  BIRD, 
EBENEZER  HOLDEN, 
NATHAN  ROBBINS. 


Accompanied  by  an  expressive  letter. 


WAWMUIJL    MAJLIj   3IAMKJET,  ■ 
BOSTON,  August  26,  1876. 

Sir  :  The  committee  of  arrangements  selected  by 
the  occupants  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  into  whose  hands 
has  been  placed  the  celebration  of  the  50th  anniversary  of 
the  opening  of  the  market,  would  consider  their  labors  in- 
complete were  they  to  omit  to  especially  notice  you,  one  of 
the  four  who  have  occupied  stalls  in  the  market  during  the 
half  century  just  past.  Each  occupant  of  the  market,  and 
each  member  of  its  committee,  join  heartily  in  extending  to 
you  on  this  occasion  their  respect,  their  esteem,  their  love, 
and  as  a  slight  testimonial  of  the  appreciation  of  your 
worthy  example  and  faithful  services,  present  you  with 
this  cane.  May  it  be  a  faithful  support  to  you  in  years  to 
come,  and  a  reminder  of  the  pleasant  associations  within 
these  walls,  and  may  it  guide  your  footsteps  through  pleas- 
ant places  until  at  last  you  reach  that  "  home  not  made  with 
hands  eternal  in  the  heavens,  whose  maker  and  builder  is 
God."     For  the  committee. 

GEORGE    H.    TINKHAM,    Secretary. 
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Route  of  the  Procession. 


'PON  the  conclusion  of  the  presentation  ceremony, 
the  procession  moved  through  South  Market 
Street,  Merchants'  Row,  State  and  Commercial 
Streets,  and  entered  the  eastern  end  of  the  market, 
traversing  its  whole  length  to  the  western  colonade, 
where  a  momentary  halt  was  made  and  some  of  the 
invited  guests  received.  Crossing  the  street,  the  Band 
opened  to  the  right  and  left  and  the  procession  entered 
Faneuil  Hall,  receiving  another  portion  of  the  invited 
guests,  who  had  assembled  in  the  ante-room,  as  they 
entered  the  hall.  The  invited  guests  with  the  Chaplain, 
the  Rev.  Warren  H.  Cud  worth,  took  seats  on  the  plat- 
form and  at  the  side  tables,  and  the  whole  company,  to  the 
number  of  over  six  hundred,  were  seated  at  the  tables.  His 
Excellency  Gov.  Rice,  and  one  or  two  other  gentlemen, 
soon  after  entered  the  hall  and  took  the  seats  assigned 
to   them. 


r 


"^ 


t 


Decorations, 
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^HE  decorations  of  the  Market  House  and  Faneuil 
Hall,  interior  and  exterior,  were  provided  and  ar- 
ranged by  Colonel  William  Beals,  under  the  direction  of 
the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose.  Interiorly  the 
market  was  decorated  in  its  whole  length  with  flags,  bunt- 
ing, the  arms  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  shields, 
masonic  devices  and  emblems.  The  stars  and  stripes  hung 
suspended  above  the  entrance-way  of  each  stall,  "  as  if  it 
were  the  pride  of  those  who  lived  under  it."  Festoons  of 
bunting  of  mingled  colors,  extended  from  stall  to  stall 
across  the  market,  and  on  each  side  from  "j)illar  to  post," 
for  its  whole  length,  giving  a  complete  dressing  to  the 
whole  interior,  and  presenting  a  very  brilliant  display  of 
bunting  and  decoration.  On  the  exterior  between  the 
Market  and  Faneuil  Hall,  was  a  display  of  flags  of  different 
nations,  while  the  American  ensign  nearly  covered  the 
fronts  of  the  two  buildings,  and  floated  from  the  elevated 
staff  above  the  "golden  grasshopper"  of  the  venerable 
and  patriotic  building. 


4 


In  Faneuil  Hall,  where  the  dinner  tables  were  spread 
for  the  occupants  and  their  guests,  the  decorations  were 
elaborate,  graceful  and  brilliant.  From  the  ceiling  over 
the  centre  of  the  hall,  thin  bunting  of  delicate  and  mingled 
colors,  was  festooned  on  both  sides  to  the  galleries,  which 
were  also  elaborately  decorated  with  flags  and  draped  bunt- 
ing, in  their  whole  length.  The  front  gallery  where  the 
Band  was  stationed,  was  covered  with  large  American  flags 
draped  on  either  side  and  relieved  by  graceful  folds  of  bunt- 
ing. The  American  Eagle,  almost  enveloped  among  the 
stars  and  stripes,  Avas  standing  upon  the  clock  in  the  front 
of  the  gallery. 

In  the  rear  of  the  President's  platform  was  placed  the 
significant  inscription  in  large  golden  letters  and  figures : 

1826.   iFittietfi  mnnmvuav^.    1876, 

The  President's  desk  and  Speaker's  platform  were 
elaborately  decorated  with  flowers,  festooned  in  front,  and 
profusely  covered  with  bouquets  of  beautiful  flowers.  The 
tables,  which  were  arranged  lengthways  in  the  hall,  five 
in  number,  were  ornamented  with  bouquets  and  candel- 
abras,  intermingled  with  dishes  of  grapes  and  other  fruits 
in  profusion.  The  whole  presented  a  scene  of  unusual 
beauty  and  significance,  displayed  with  great  taste  and  pro- 
priety, eminently  appropriate  for  the  occasion. 
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BILL  OF  FARE. 
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so  UP, 
Mock  Turtle.  Tomato. 

FISH. 
Boiled  Salmon,  Green  Peas,  Cuskula  Cream. 


Mutton,  Caper  Sauce. 

Chicken,  Celery  Sauce 


Turkey,  Oyster  Sauce. 
Tongue. 


Beef. 


Ha.m. 


R  OAST. 
Spring  Chicken.  Lamb.  Green  Goose. 

Mongrel  Duck.  Mutton. 


Beef. 


ENTMME  S. 
Potted  Pigeons.  Braised  Tokgue.  Escaloped  Oysters. 

Beef  a  la  Mode.  Fillet  of  Beef. 

Sweet  Bread.  Salmon  Salad.  Lobster  Salad. 


Plover. 


lAME, 
Snipe. 


Woodcock. 


PAS  T 
Hunting  Pudding.  Tipsy  Cake. 

Washington  Pie. 


¥. 


Italian  Toast.        Apple  Pie. 

Glace  Pudding. 


ICE      CMBAM. 
Vanilla.  Lemon.  Pine  Apple. 

Strawberry.  Eoman  Punch. 


Sherbet. 


BM  U  IT. 
Bananas.  Melons.  Oranges.  Apple-. 

Raisins.  Figs.  Almonds.  Walmm.- 


Pkunks, 


I. 
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,S  the  festival  was  intended  to  be  a  "feast  of 
reason  "  and  social  intercourse  among  the  occu- 
pants of  the  market,  in  commemoration  of  a  great 
enterprise,  which  has  been  crowned  with  half  a  century  of 
successful  experience,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  no  wines 
were  required  or  provided  for  the  occasion  ;  and  it  is  a 
satisfaction  to  be  able  at  this  time  to  add,  that  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  committee,  in  this  respect,  has  met  the  hearty 
approbation  of  the  occupants  of  the  market  and  the  appre- 
ciation of  the  public 
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At  a  quarter  past  4  o'clock,  the  President  of  the  day, 
J.  Herman  Curtis,  invited  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cudworth  to  in- 
voke the  Divine  blessing  upon  the  occasion  and  the  company 
assembled.  This  ceremony  having  been  performed  in  an 
appropriate  and  feeling  manner,  Mr.  Curtis  pleasantly  sug- 
gested that  "delays  were  dangerous,"  and  requested  the 
company  to  partake  of  the  food  which  was  before  them.  It 
is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  invitation  was  promptly  ac- 
cepted, and  the  feast,  with  its  abundance  of  fine  fruits, 
greatly  enjoyed  by  all  present. 

At  the  proper  stage  of  the  dinner,  the  President, 
called  the  attention  of  the  company  and  made  a  brief 

OPENING    ADDRESS. 

In  suggesting  that  fifty  years  ago  that  morning, 
Josiah  Quincy  opened  a  new  market,  he  said,  out  of 
the  large  number  who  at  that  time  became  occupants, 
but  seven  were  now  living,  and  of  these  seven,  only 
four  remained  in  active  business.  The  rest  had  all 
passed    on.      Mr.    Quincy,    said    the    speaker,    had    built 
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an  edifice  admirably  adapted  to  the  wants  of  tlie  trade,  and 
even  now,  fifty  years  later,  there  is  not  in  the  whole  country, 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  such  a  building  for  market 
purposes.  The  renowned  markets  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia were  not  to  be  compared  with  it. 

For  the  first  ten  years  after  the  establishment  of  the 
market  there  were  vacant  stalls,  but  afterwards  there  came 
great  progress,  and  now  this  market  has  become  not  only 
the  market  for  Boston,  but  for  all  the  New  England  States. 
This  is  because  here  every  one  can  get  the  best  at  the  lowest 
prices.  The  increase  in  business  has  been  constant  and 
wonderful,  there  being  more  business  done  now  in  one  day 
than  there  was  in  fifteen  days  fifteen  years  ago. 

The  great  increase  of  business  has  brought  with  it 
great  competition,  but  the  market  still  maintains  its  leading 
place.  A  mistake  is  very  generally  made  about  the  amount 
of  money  made  in  the  market,  but  the  fact  is  that  very 
many  of  the  men  in  business  here  are  men  of  moderate 
means,  who  cannot  confine  themselves  to  any  eight-hour 
rule,  but  who  have  to  work  from  dawn  to  sunset,  and  al- 
though money  may  be  made  in  the  business,  yet  time  and 
talent  are  entitled  to  recompence. 

It  had  been  charged  that  it  was  a  monopoly,  but  he 
would  as  soon  think  of  running  a  third  term  for  president 
as  running  a  market  as  a  monopoly.  The  idea  that  the 
market  is  a  monopoly  is  erroneous.    Prices  here  are  as  small 
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as  they  can  be,  considering  the  risks  of  business.  Yon  never 
hear  any  of  these  charges  of  monopoly  made  by  the  large 
patrons  of  the  market,  or  that  they  deem  prices  exorbitant. 
Whatever  the  marketmen  have  done  has  always  been  for 
the  best  interests  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and,  said  Mr. 
Cnrtis,  at  the  end  of  the  next  fifty  years,  may  those  who 
come  after  us  make  a  better  record  than  we  have. 

After  the  reading  of  a  letter  of  regret  from  the 
Mayor,  the  President  said,  Gentlemen,  I  have  the  honor  to 
introduce  to  you  the  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy. 
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SPEECH  OF  HON.    yOSTAH  QUINCY. 
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Mr.  Quincy  responded  as  follows :  Faneuil  Hall, 
where  we  are  assembled,  has  been  celebrated  for  two  things 
which  at  first  appear  somewhat  dissimilar  —  for  patriotism 
and  provisions.  This  strange  conjunction  was  celebrated 
in  1817  by  no  less  a  poet  than  Edward  Everett.  Here  are 
his  verses : 

"Lo  !    Faneuil' s  dome,  where  Freedom's  infant  lays 

First  taught  the  notes  of  Liberty  to  raise  ; 

Here  came  our  sires  to  feed  a  patriot  heart, 

And  here  they  came  to  feed  a  different  part. 

From  each  to  each  at  proper  times  they  move, 

And  bought  their  beef  below,  and  gave  their  vote  above." 
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During  the  present  centennial  season  there  has  been 
a  good  deal  said  about  the  spirit  of  our  fathers  ;  but  we  are 
reminded  to-day  that  they  had  also  bodies  which  required 
to  be  fed.  If  the  sword  of  the  spirit  is  to  be  wielded,  the 
arm  of  the  flesh  must  be  made  vigorous  by  beef  and  mut- 
ton. Courage  in  war  is  greatly  dependent  uj)on  the  physi- 
cal state  of  the  warrior.  "  The  skill  of  the  weapon  is 
nothing  without  sack,"  exclaims  Sir  John  Falstaff.  The 
remark  is  true  enough  if  we  substitute  for  the  fiery  insanity 
of  alcohol  the  stimulus  of  abundant  and  wholesome  food. 
It  is  very  suitable  that  the  great  market  of  New  England 
should  guard  the  cradle  of  our  country's  liberty. 

Each  festival  that  we  have  celebrated  in  this  centen- 
nial period  has  taught  us  its  proper  lesson.  And  what  is 
the  lesson  that  we  should  learn  to-day?  What  is  taught  us 
as  we  celebrate  the  completion  of  this  great  public  work  of 
fifty  years  ago?  Out  of  the  past  come  voices  which  seem  to  me 
to  say:  "Have  confidence;  confidence  in  yourselves ;  confi- 
dence in  the  future  of  the  noble  city  for  which  in  our  day 
we  did  what  we  could."  This  faith  was  shown  by  the  con- 
duct of  those  who  endowed  the  city  with  this  market.  And 
in  that  day,  when  there  was  no  betterment  law,  it  required 
some  faith  to  extend  and  widen  streets,  and  in  other  ways 
to  prepare  for  the  coming  times.  When  this  market  arose, 
as  it  were,  out  of  the  mud,  there  was  not  a  railway  on  the 
land  nor  a  steamship   on   the   ocean.     Our   back   country 
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extended  some  forty  miles  into  the  interior,  or  a  little  further, 
perhaps,  in  the  winter  when  the  sleighing  was  good.  The 
second  mayor,  to  whom  allusion  has  been  made,  was  once 
asked  upon  what  he  rested  his  faith  in  the  future  of 
Boston  at  a  time  when  circumstances  were  far  from  encour- 
aging. He  replied,  "  Upon  the  character  of  her  citizens  ; 
with  the  sagacity,  enterprise  and  capital  that  they  possessed, 
a  city  could  be  built  anywhere." 

Well,  these  citizens  of  Boston  are  a  good  deal  like 
other  men,  after  all.  In  times  of  prosperity  they  are  apt  to 
think  that  they  shall  never  be  moved,  and  in  times  of  ad- 
versity they  have  been  known  to  fear  that  there  will  be  no 
recovery.  I  have  seen  several  of  these  periods  of  financial 
depression.  They  are  almost  as  periodical  as  the  tides  of 
the  ocean.  Our  tide  of  prosperity,  like  its  spring  tide,  has 
just  now  ebbed  further  than  usual,  and  many  noble  vessels, 
whose  pilots  felt  confident  that  the  Avater  would  always  be 
deep  enough  to  float  them,  are  stranded  on  the  flats.  But  the 
Avise  navigator  is  not  disheartened  ;  he  knows  that  the  tide 
will  come  back  and  that  it  is  sure  to  rise  all  the  higher  for 
its  temporary  absence.  At  a  former  period  of  great  manu- 
facturing depression,  I  asked  the  late  Abbott  Lawrence  what 
he  was  doing.  "  I  am  projecting  a  new  mill,"  he  replied, 
"  in  order  that  I  may  be  all  ready  for  the  turn  of  the  tide." 
The  little  boys  who  fish  for  flounders  off  our  Boston  wharves 
know  what  to  do  when  the  tide  is  out  and  there  are  no  fish 
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to  be  caught.  They  go  down  on  the  flats  to  get  bait,  so  that 
they  may  be  ready  for  the  fish  when  the  tide  brings  them 
back.  That  is  what  the  capitalists  of  Boston  should  do  now ; 
they  should  prepare  for  what  the  returning  waters  will  bring 
to  this  good  city.  Contrast  our  limited  back  country  fifty 
years  ago  with  the  fertile  fields  of  the  West  and  the  South 
that  the  railroads  have  brought  within  our  reach.  Our 
exports  and  imports  are  to-day  exceeding  any  figure  they 
have  before  touched.  New  lines  of  steamships  are  seeking 
our  wharves,  while  their  managers  are  negotiating  for  exten- 
sive tracts  of  wharf  property  in  the  full  faith  that  they  will 
soon  be  wanted.  But  we  hear  capitalists  complain  that  there 
is  risk  in  doing  anything.  Yes,  and  there  is  much  greater 
risk  in  doing  nothing.  The  financial  problem,  which  we 
hope  is  approaching  a  solution,  has  made  our  present  position 
altogether  exceptional.  The  judicious  employment  of  labor 
in  works  of  future  benefit,  or  the  support  of  the  demoral- 
ized laborer  by  taxation,  is  the  alternative  which  is  presented 
to  us  to-day.  And  I  believe  that  the  public  spirit  and  enter- 
prise of  our  Boston  capitalists  will  be  fully  equal  to  the 
situation.  In  the  end  they  will  be  amply  recompensed. 
When  the  high  tide  of  prosperity  rises  again  along  our  At- 
lantic coast,  the  fish  will  be  sure  to  come  wherever  they 
find  the  bait. 

I  repeat,  then,  that  the  lesson  of  this  anniversary  is 
confidence.    Judicious  expenditures  for  facilitating  exchanges 
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are  never  wasted.  The  cost  of  land  for  public  purposes  is 
never  to  be  measured  by  its  cost  for  purposes  of  individual 
monopoly.  Whatever  adds  to  the  attraction  of  a  city  and 
to  the  convenience  of  its  citizens  must  be  remunerative  in 
the  end.  Land  which  is  costly  to  the  private  citizen  may, 
nevertheless,  be  cheap  to  the  public.  For  land  itself  pays 
no  taxes ;  it  is  the  business  that  is  attracted  to  a  city  that 
pays  the  bills.  Even  public  works,  so  expensive,  and  —  in 
a  very  narrow  sense  of  the  word  —  so  unproductive,  as  are 
the  large  parks  of  our  sister  cities,  have  been  found  to  pay 
their  way.  If  this  is  true  of  facilities  chiefly  associated 
with  pleasure  and  luxury,  how  much  more  is  it  true  of  facil- 
ities which  attract  and  nourish  business,  from  which  the 
means  for  luxury  are  derived.  Of  course,  there  is  a  skepti- 
cism which  those  who  lead  in  the  enterprises  for  the  general 
good  must  be  prepared  to  encounter.  "  The  mayor  and  his 
colleagues  in  the  city  government,"  complained  a  journalist, 
fifty  years  ago,  "  have  been  monstrously  extravagant,  and 
have  involved  us  lamentably  in  debt  by  their  public  improve- 
ments." We  now  recognize  the  fact  that  the  market  has 
paid  for  itself  over  and  over  again,  and  to-day,  fixes  the 
centre  of  the  provision  trade  of  New  England.  Yes,  gentle- 
men, Faneuil  Hall  has  seen  darker  days  than  any  we  are 
called  upon  to  encounter.  But  among  the  men  who  met 
here  in  the  past  there  Avere  always  some  who  saw  light 
ahead.      These  are   the  men  whom  we  remember  in    our 
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centennial  year.  We  admire  their  eonlidence  in  the  midst  of 
discouragement  and  failure.  Let  us  here  resolve  to  imitate 
it.  Tlie  custom  of  our  fathers  used  to  exact  wliat  they 
called  "  a  sentiment  "  at  the  conclusion  of  an  after-dinner 
speech,  and  so  I  will  give  you  mine,  though  there  is  nothing 
sentimental  about  it : 

"  Tlio  markot  nion  of  Boston  — ISIay  they  supply  the  timid  with  phick, 
and  send  good  clieer  to  the  hearts  of  the  pooi)lo." 
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SPEECH  OF  GOVERNOR  RICE. 
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Governor  Rice  was  then  called  ii])on,  and  in  rising 
to  reply  was  received  with  round  after  round  of  ap])lause. 
He  expressed  his  sincere  gratification  at  being  able  to  be 
])resent  on  an  occasion  of  so  much  interesl.  If  early  fortune 
had  k'lX  him  his  choice,  lu;  thought  he  should  have  chosen 
above  all  other  things  to  be  a  Faneuil  Hall  Market  man. 

Looking  around  him,  he  saw  men  who  were  far  past 
middle  life,  bearing  their  weight  of  years  with  an  ease  to  be 
envied.  There  were  very  few  vocations,  he  thought,  in 
which  a  man  could  be  landed  at  the  gate  of  three  score  and 
ten  in  such  excellent  physical  condition  as  the  Chairman  of 
the  meeting  and  others  whom  he  saw  about  him  appeared  to 
be.  He  was  glad  to  be  there,  and  to  offer  them  his  congrat- 
ulations upon  the  high  state  of  prosperity  which  attends 
u[)on  the  market,  and  to  pay  a  slight  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
nunnory  of  that  great  and  sagacious  man  who  laid  the;  foun- 
dations of  Faneuil  Hall  Market.  It  is  not  often  that  any 
man  in  any  community,  or  in  any  country,  has  so  illustrious 
a  record  as  that  which  clusters  about  the  memory  of  Josiah 
Quincy.  All  that  is  illustrious  and  sagacious  as  a  magis- 
trate, all  that  is  profound  as  a  scholar,  all  that  is  patriotic  as 
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a  self-denying  citizen,  and  wise  as  a  statesman,  all  that  is 
sagacious  and  prudent  in  a  business  man,  he  possessed  in 
the  highest  degree.  The  great  outlay  involved  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  market  was  managed  with  the  most  careful 
and  rigid  economy.  He  did  not  think  there  was  any  great 
public  work  which  had  been  accomplished  within  the  past 
fifty  years,  that  had  been  managed  with  that  measure  of 
sagacity  and  prudence  and  profit  that  is  involved  in  the  con- 
struction of  Faneuil  Hall  Market.  For  whatever  else  Mr. 
Quincy  may  be  renowned,  what  can  be  more  honorable  or 
more  enduring  than  this  monument  which  stands  in  front  of 
Faneuil  Hall  to  day,  and  has  stood  there  for  the  past  fifty 
years  ?  Faneuil  Hall,  it  has  been  said,  is  widely  known. 
The  speaker  knew  of  nobody  who  ever  came  to  Boston  who 
had  not  been  taken  there  when  being  shown  that  which  was 
interesting  in  the  City  of  Boston.  He  himself  always  had 
great  pride  in  taking  his  friends  there.  Referring  to  what 
was  said  to  be  a  general  impression,  that  the  cost  of  pro- 
visions was  greater  in  Boston  than  in  other  cities,  he  claimed 
that  the  largest  consumers  held  a  different  opinion,  as  he 
had  been  informed  by  them  himself.  No  where  can  be 
found  such  order  and  neatness,  such  systematic  and  con- 
venient classification,  as  here.  That  was  admitted  by  all 
competent  authorities  who  had  visited  our  city.  Not  only 
has  this  institution  been  of  immediate  benefit  to  our  own 
citizens,  but  it  has   developed  a  business  throughout  the 
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whole  of  New  England  and  other  places,  which  has  been  a 
wide  spread  benefit  to  all.  The  Governor  closed  with  a 
cheerful  hope  for  the  business  future,  drawing  a  moral  from 
the  past  half  century  of  prosperity  of  this  great  Boston 
institution  as  a  worthy  exampler  for  the  future.  His  speech 
was  warmly  appreciated  by  his  interested  hearers,  and  at  its 
close  he  was  enthusiastically  applauded. 
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ALDERMAN  CLARK'S  SPEECH. 


The  presiding  officer  then  introduced  Alderman  John 
T.  Clark,  who,  in  the  absence  of  Mayor  Cobb,  representing 
the  city,  spoke  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Chairmajst  :  —  The  absence  of  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  affords  me  the  pleasure  of  responding  to  the  senti- 
ment just  offered.  In  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  I  heartily 
join  with  you  in  commemorating  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary 
of  one  of  the  most  important  events  in  our  municipal  his- 
tory —  the  opening  of  a  market  which  has  proved  to  be  of 
great  value  to  our  city,  and  which  stands  to-day  a  conspicu- 
ous memorial  of  the  permanency  of  our  institutions.  The 
erection  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market  House  was  one  of  the  first 
great  public  improvements  made  after  Boston  became  a  city, 
and  it  stands  to-day  a  monument  of  the  forecast  and  enter- 
prise of  the  honored  citizen  who  then  occupied  the  position 
of  chief  executive,  and  of  the  energy  and  public  spirit  of 
the  city  government  and  citizens  who  assisted  him  in  the 
undertaking. 

I  can  imagine  that  it  required  no  little  courage  for 
the  projectors  of  the  scheme  to  carry  it  out  in  the  face  of  the 
determined  opposition  of  so  many  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
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and  at  a  time,  too,  wiien  our  nmnicipal  form  of  government 
was  in  its  infancy,  and  every  action  of  the  authorities  was 
carefully  scrutinized  by  a  constituency  accustomed  to  ex- 
press itself   freely  and  plainly  upon  public  matters.     But 
carry  it  out  they  did,  in  spite  of  the  opinions  expressed  at  a 
public  meeting  held  in  this  hall,  that  it  was  "impracticable 
and  beyond  the  resources  of  the  city,"  and  that  it  would  "  lay 
the  foundation  for  a  city  debt  which  neither  the  inhabitants 
of  Boston  nor  their  posterity  would  be  able  to  pay."     The 
result  has  shown  that  "  they  builded  better  than  they  knew." 
I  beheve  that  Faneuil  Hall  Market  has  been  a  benefit  to  our 
community  in  more  ways  than  one.     In  providing  a  central 
depot  for  the  sale  of  their  produce,  it  has  encouraged  the 
neighboring  farmers  to  a  systematic  and  scientific  cultiva- 
tion of  their  lands,  and  helped  to  develop  the  market  gar- 
dens, so  numerous  in  our  suburbs.    It  has  drawn  its  supplies 
from  distant  parts  of  our  own  and  foreign  countries  ;  it  has 
provided  our  citizens  with  a  well-ordered,  clean  and  attractive 
place  in  which  to  purchase  their  supplies,  where  they  can 
always  find  the  best  article  at  reasonable  prices,  and  honora- 
ble men  to  deal  with.     In  a  word,  to  use  the  prophetic  lan- 
guage uttered  by  the  elder  Quincy  at  the  laying  of  its  corner 
stone,  it  has  been  a  "proud  memorial  of  the  public  spirit  and 
unanimity  of  the  City  Council,  and  of  the  liberality  of  their 
fellow  citizens,  an  ornament  to  the  city,  a  convenience  for 
its  inhabitants,  a  blessing  to  the  poor,  an  accommodation 


4- 


■^1* 


t 


•f 


r 


•-•-#- — 


to  the  rich,  and  an  object  of  pleasure  to  the  whole  com- 
munity." There  is  another  reason  why  the  city  of  Boston 
should  take  a  just  pride  in  Faneuil  Hall  Market.  It  is 
the  unblemished  reputation  of  those  who  have  been  and  still 
are  its  occupants.  In  the  beginning  they  were  distinguished 
for  their  probity  and  fair  dealing,  and  the  standard  has  never 
been  lowered.  On  the  contrary,  the  name  of  a  Faneuil  Hall 
Market  Man  is  synonymous  with  a  just  and  honorable  busi- 
ness character.  We  cannot  tell  what  the  future  may  have 
in  store  for  us,  or  what  may  be  the  market  houses  of  fifty 
years  hence.  Doubtless  when  this  was  opened  it  was 
thought  to  be  sufficient  for  all  coming  time.  Since  then 
markets  have  multiplied,  and  the  demand  increases.  But  I 
believe.  Sir,  that  whatever  changes  may  take  place,  the 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  House  will  continue  to  maintain  its 
position  as  one  of  the  cherished  institutions  of  Boston ;  an 
institution  in  which  the  city  may  take  just  and  honorable 
pride,  and  the  interest  of  which  should  be  always  carefully 
and  cautiously  guarded  and  protected. 
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SPEECH  OF  MR.    CURTIS   GUILD. 


Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  :  —  I  thank  you, 
Sir,  in  behalf  of  the  profession  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent  here  to-night,  for  the  compliment  of  this 
call.  I  thank  you  for  the  hearty  greeting  that  accompanies 
it,  and  I  thank  you  also  that  the  press  has  not  been  com- 
pelled to  wait  until  after  the  cigars  have  all  been  smoked, 
the  ice  cream  melted,  and  all  the  great  guns  fired  off,  before 
it  has  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  T  know  my  associates  of 
the  j)ress  will  recognize  the  discernment  of  the  occupants  of 
Faneuil  Hall  Market,  and  the  managers  of  this  affair,  in 
presenting  its  representative  in  this  complimentary  manner, 
and  at  this  early  hour  of  the  evening.  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
the  market  men  understand  the  prominence  of  the  press  per- 
fectly. To  be  of  good  cheer  we  must  partake  of  good  cheer  ; 
a  great  destiny  demands  a  generous  diet,  and  therefore  such 
of  us  as  have  been  honored  by  your  invitations,  to-day,  feel 
that  we  enjoy  a  privilege  in  being  brought  face  to  face  with 
those  who  play  so  important  a  part  in  shaping  men's  des- 
tinies by  providing  for  them  the  necessary  substantials. 

A  hungry  stomach  is  said  to  be  an  inexorable  creditor, 
and  one  not  to  be  trifled  with. 
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Business  may  trouble  us,  politics  worry  us,  money 
matters  drive  us  almost  distracted ;  but  we  all  eat,  and  eat 
heartily.  If  we  welcome  a  distinguished  guest,  it  is  done 
with  dinner;  do  we  inaugurate  a  new  stock  company,  the 
dinner  table  is  the  best  at  which  to  present  the  topic  of 
prospective  profits ;  is  a  great  charit}^  to  be  forwarded,  an 
easy  road  to  the  pocket  is  found  through  the  stomach,  if 
the  viands  be  good  and  well  prepared. 

The  good,  solid,  square,  determined  character  of  the 
English  people  is  said  to  be  because  they  are  beef-eaters  ; 
the  lazzaroni  of  Naples  are  weak,  inefficient  and  lazy,  be- 
cause they  live  on  maccaroni.  What  can  be  expected  of  a 
people  who  live  on  such  diet  ? 

The  provision  dealer,  or  the  butcher,  as  we  used  to 
call  all  dealers  in  fresh  meat,  is  an  important  personage,  and 
the  first  one  the  most  of  us  call  on  in  commencing  our  duties 
of  the  day.  I  always  liked  the  picture  of  the  butcher  from 
my  earliest  days,  where  in  a  book  of  gaily  painted  pictures, 
he  came  after  the  archer. 

"  A  was  an  archer  and  shot  at  a  frog  ; 
B  was  a  butcher  and  had  a  great  dog." 

So  to  you  who  meat  me  every  day,  I  say  I  am  happy, 
most  happy,  .to  meet  you  on  this  occasion  ;  although  I  feel 
that  after  the  brilliant  speakers  that  have  preceded  me,  I 
have   no   reputation   at   steak  and   have    made    no    special 
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provision  against  being  called  upon,  and  somewhat  fear  that 
what  I  may  offer  may  not  ^'g^/-fitting  for  the  occasion.  A 
Boston  man,  however,  can  hardly  look  ronnd  npon  an  assem- 
blage like  this  without  a  feeling  of  pride  at  its  personelle. 
If  the  picture  of  the  ruddy  man  with  the  big  dog  was  so 
l^leasant  to  look  upon,  how  much  more  so  is  the  original, 
here  in  propria  persona.  No  man  can  look  upon  the  occu- 
pants of  our  Market  without  a  feeling  that  there  must  be 
something  about  their  business  that  makes  them  hearty, 
jovial,  honest  and  good  natured. 

There  is  something  that  speaks  good  cheer  in  their 
sparkling  eyes  and  ruddy  complexion;  a  pleasant  ring  to 
their  big,  manly  voices  ;  their  hands  grasp  ours  heartily  in 
friendship,  and  open  generously  at  the  cry  of  distress  or 
charity.  In  fact,  you  that  are  familiar  with  the  history  of  that 
time-honored  edifice  — I  suppose  I  may  call  it  so,  as  it  is  half 
a  century  old  —  know  that  its  occupants  have  been  in  years 
past,  as  they  are  to-day,  our  most  honored,  most  useful  and 
reliable  citizens.  I  like  them  because  they  believe  in  Bos- 
ton. Faneuil  Hall  Market  is  a  Boston  institution,  and 
Boston  men  should  ever  be  ready  to  advance  the  interests 
of  their  institutions.  The  building  itself  is  to  tourists  one  of 
the  lions  of  Boston,  and  it  is  there  the  lamb  lies  down  inside 
the  lion.  There  have  doubtless  been  many  improvements 
made  in  the  system  of  markets  since  this  was  established, 
and  many  more  will  be  made  as  the  world  continues  to 
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move.  But  to  those  who  can  see  no  good  whatever  in  its 
history,  and  in  that  of  those  who  in  past  years  have  given 
it  name  and  fame  throughout  the  country,  it  may  be  well  to 
say,  and  it  is  true  of  all  of  us,  "  The  evil  that  men  do  lives 
after  them,  the  good  is  oft  interred  with  their  hones." 

I  know  from  my  own  personal  experience  that  the 
record  of  the  occupants  of  this  historic  buildiug  is  that 
of  large-minded,  liberal-hearted,  generous-handed,  patriotic 
American  citizens.  No  wonder  that  the  eye  of  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  State  sparkles  and  his  silver  words  ring 
with  more  electric  effect  as  he  addresses  such  a  body  of 
men ;  no  wonder  that  the  city  officials  glance  with  pride  at 
such  a  collection  of  solid  citizens  ;  and  no  wonder  that  each 
one  of  you  that  celebrate  this  day  feels  a  pride  in  your  asso- 
ciates as  men  representing  all  those  qualities  of  character 
that  give  reputation  to  a  city  and  strength  to  a  nation. 
Gentlemen,  this  is  no  mere  complimentary  allusion.  A 
glance  at  the  record  will  prove  it  to  be  a  solid,  indisputable 
fact,  and  I  can  only  add  my  wish  that  the  taste  of  the  people 
will  always  require,  and  that  they  will  never  cease  to  hunger 
for  what  you  are  so  amply  able  to  provide. 

Mr.  Guild's  address  was  succeeded  by  the  heartiest 
applause,  and  the  Whirlwind  Polka,  liy  the  band,  with  bugle 
solo  by  Mr.  Brown,  was  stormily  applauded. 
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£>J?.  LORING'S  SPEECH. 


Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  : 

I  have  never  realized  until  now  the  full  force  of 
that  profound  statement  that  "we  know  not  what  a  day 
may  bring  forth."  I  left  my  home  this  morning  to  pursue 
my  usual  avocations  outside  of  that  profitable  and  happy 
sphere,  and  with  no  idea  that  I  should  be  called  away  from 
my  ordinary  duties,  when  I  was  met  by  your  messenger, 
bearing  your  polite  invitation,  and  presenting  to  my  mind 
with  painful  suddenness  all  the  pleasures  of  this  occasion. 
I  could  not  resist  the  temptation  to  be  here,  and  to  enjoy 
with  you  the  luxuries  of  this  banquet,  and  the  pleasures  of 
this  social  interchange  of  thought.  I  felt,  moreover,  that  I 
had  a  personal  interest  here.  I  am  aware  that  I  cannot 
present  myself  in  any  high  official  capacity,  but  I  am  proud 
to  know  that  I  am  appropriately  here  as  a  small  producer 
and  a  large  consumer ;  and  I  am  gratified  beyond  all  words 
to  express  to  find  myself  in  the  genial  and  happy  presence 
of  those  calm  and  self-possessed  middlemen  who  supply  one 
side  of  me  with  what  they  purchase  of  the  other  side. 
Between  myself  as  a  producer  and  myself  as  a  consumer, 
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stands  this  healthy  and  well  organized  body  of  men,  who 
cheerfully  purchase  my  potatoes  at  50  cents  per  bushel,  and 
sell  them  to  me  at  a  dollar,  and  who  calmly  offer  me  five 
dollars  and  a  half  a  hundred  for  my  fat  oxen,  live  weight, 
and  sell  sirloin  steak  to  my  wife  for  thirty-five  cents  a 
pound.  It  is  a  great  gratification  to  meet  you,  my  friends, 
and  I  survey  you  with  the  most  profound  respect,  as  you 
stand  between  my  right  hand  and  my  left,  and  enable  me 
to  keep  up  a  strong  and  healthy  deportment. 

I  have  always  had  the  most  overwhelming  regard  for 
our  Puritan  ancestors ;  for  those  forefathers  who  braved  all 
the  dangers  of  unknown  sea  and  land,  to  secure  those 
rights  which  now  lie  at  the  foundation  of  state  and  society 
in  this  country.  They  made  great  protests,  declared  great 
principles  ;  were  brave,  and  wise,  and  defiant,  and  endur- 
ing. They  brought  with  them  the  best  doctrines  of  the  old 
protesting  mother  country,  preserved  them  and  passed  them 
down  to  us,  their  fortunate  successors  and  heirs.  For  all 
this  I  honor  them.  But  I  do  rejoice,  sir,  especially  in  this 
presence,  that  they  brought  with  them  also  that  fine  old 
English  sentiment  and  faith,  that  it  is  a  well-fed  people 
which  is  a  powerful  people  in  all  the  great  endeavors 
of  life.  They  indeed  lived  in  the  days  of  their  penury  and 
distress  upon  clams,  and  the  sequestered  stores  of  corn 
which  the  fleeing  savage  left  behind  him  in  the  immortal 
sands  of  Plymouth.     But  their  first  business  was  to  rise 
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above  such  simple  and  unsd,tisfactory  fare  as  this,  and  to 
distinguish  themselves  as  much  for  the  thrift  of  their 
kitchens  as  for  the  wisdom  of  their  councils.  One  of  the 
rarest  and  most  valuable  books  in  my  library,  sir,  is  a 
volume  of  receipts  of  the  most  intricate  and  appetizing 
character,  drawn  up  before  the  "  Frugal  Housewife"  had 
diluted  the  savory  messes  of  our  ancestors;  prepared, 
printed  and  read  in  the  early  colonial  days,  when  the 
groaning  tables  of  old  England  were  fresh  in  the  memories 
of  our  hardy  and  sturdy  progenitors.  The  corn  of  those 
colonial  valleys,  the  beef  of  those  colonial  hillsides — what 
support  and  comfort  our  fathers  found  in  them, — what  a 
foundation  of  strength  and  warm  and  vigorous  blood  they 
laid  for  us.  I  believe  with  them  in  the  vital  force  which 
springs  from  good  living  to  individual  and  associated  man. 
I  had  the  honor,  sir,  many  years  ago  to  belong  to 
what  was  known  as  the  Town  and  Country  Club,  having 
its  rooms  in  this  cultivated  and  well -organized  city.  It  was 
an  assembly  of  the  bright  thinkers  and  students  of  that  day 
— of  Emerson,  with  his  oriental  philosophy  just  then  ab- 
sorbing himself  and  captivating  his  associates  in  that  dawn 
of  his  now  resplendent  day  ;  and  Hawthorne,  just  stepping 
into  that  immortality  which  is  now  his,  as  the  great  ex- 
plorer of  the  dark  passages  of  the  human  heart ;  and  Green, 
the  metaphysical  theologian  then,  the  retired  warrior  now, 
who  taught  us  in  an  elaborate  essay  that   the    taking   of 
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interest  on  money  is  the  source  of  all  human  woes  ;  and 
Margaret  Fuller,  the  most  brilliant  of  American  women, 
who  made  the  first  eloquent  appeal  for  those  rights  and 
privileges  which  should  belong  to  her  sex  as  well  as  to  our 
own.  The  rarity  of  that  atmosphere  was  intoxicating. 
The  brilliancy  of  that  assembly  was  dazzling.  I  was  a 
young  man,  sir,  and  feeling  the  vital  forces  moving  within 
me,  as  a  young  man  should,  and  realizing  the  binding  and 
cementing  influences  of  good  fellowship  around  the  festive 
board,  I  modestly  suggested  that  a  part  of  our  exercises 
should  consist  of  a  monthly  dinner,  not  an  extravagant 
entertainment,  but  one  within  the  means  of  the  devoted 
and  self-sacrificing  scholars  assembled  there.  My  proposi- 
tion was  rejected  with  scorn.  The  organization  was  su- 
perior to  such  material  appliances,  and  it  went  on  with  its 
intellectual  work,  regardless  of  the  hungering  and  thirsting 
desires  which  belong  to  genius  and  common  sense  alike. 
In  six  months  the  club  was  dead — starved  to  death — so 
dead  that  there  was  not  even  a  quarter  of  it  left  fit  to  hang 
in  a  stall  in  any  Market,  as  a  tempting  curiosity.  This 
taught  me  a  lesson,  sir,  and  now  I  join  clubs  which  dine, 
and  they  never  falter  or  decay,  or  feel  the  approach  of 
dissolution. 

One  of  the  profoundest  maxims  instilled  into  my  mind, 
during  my  career  in  the  university  where  I  was  graduated, 
was  the  opening  declaration   made  to  all  who    aspired    to 
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the  honors  and  enjoyments  of  the  Hasty  Pudding  Club.  In 
a  solemn  room,  with  gloomy  formality,  the  presiding  officer 
"welcomed  the  initiate  with  the  wise  and  philosophical 
statement  that  "  Sociability  is  the  source  of  the  most  de- 
lightful pleasures."  That  maxim  I  have  never  forgotten  ; 
and  I  am  sure  it  formed  a  part  of  the  philosophy  of  him 
who  then  presided  over  the  university,  and  who  had  al- 
ready erected  the  structure  which  you  occup}^,  as  a  monu- 
ment to  his  true  understanding  of  the  wants  and  necessities 
of  the  city  which  he  ruled  so  well.  It  was  Josiah  Quincy 
who  was  my  college  president,  when  I  drank  in  all  that 
wisdom ;  and  I  cannot  forget,  in  this  association  and  on 
this  occasion,  how  well  he  performed  his  duty  in  life  for 
the  college  and  city ;  for  the  student  with  his  books,  and 
the  people  in  their  daily  routine  of  business.  He  was  one 
of  the  great  sons  of  Boston ;  one  of  those  men  who,  with 
Hancock  and  Adams  and  Warren  in  their  day,  and  with 
the  merchants  and  statesmen  in  ours,  have  made  Boston 
what  she  is :  the  model  city  of  this  continent  —  honest, 
patriotic,  high-toned,  uncompromising.  He  represented 
Massachusetts  in  Congress  as  a  great  man  should.  He 
lifted  the  university  over  which  he  was  called  to  pieside 
out  of  her  trials  into  the  beginning  of  her  present  great 
prosperity.  He  was  filled  with  -confidence  in  the  future  of 
his  country  and  this  his  native  city ;  and  so  truly  did  he 
comprehend    the    wants   of    this    community,   that   when 
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Boston  was  but  a  cluster  of  forty  thousand  people,  and 
Roxbury  was  a  thriving  market-garden,  and  Cambridge 
had  nothing  but  the  marshes  and  the  college,  and  Charles- 
town  was  but  an  adjacent  village,  he  erected  here  the  most 
complete  market  house  on  this  continent,  and  provided  for 
a  system  by  which  the  citizens  of  this  town  could  sui:)ply 
themselves  with  life-giving  food.  He  did  much  that  was 
great ;  but,  in  all  its  bearings,  this  design  was  one  of  his 
greatest.  You  may  erect  to  his  memory  many  another 
monument,  and  call  upon  the  public  to  behold  his  form  in 
solemn  bronze  ;  but  to  the  people,  tliis  will  be  his  enduring 
memorial,  erected  by  himself  in  anticipation  of  the  times 
when  the  suburbs  of  Boston  should  extend  to  the  terminus 
of  every  railroad  which  carries  her  citizens  to  the  remotest 
boundary  of  our  land  in  a  few  hours,  and  brings  the  products 
of  the  great  pastures  of  Illinois  to  our  tables  in  a  day.  To 
his  memory  then  let  us  dedicate  this  day,  and  in  conclusion 
I  give  you  : 

Josiah  Quincy,  the  practical  philanthropist  of  fifty 
years  ago ;  the  patron  of  letters  and  the  founder  of  the  best 
market  in  the  United  States. 
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I  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  behalf  of  your  com- 
mittee, for  the  cordial  invitation  to  be  present  at  this 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market. 
In  response  to  your  call,  I  shall  speak  but  briefly  of  what 
was  transpiring  under  my  own  eye,  while  a  resident  of 
Boston,  between  the  years  1823  and  1829.  The  events  of 
that  day  are  full  of  interest,  and  while  yourself,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, Nathan  Robbins,  Ebenezer  Holden  and  Harrison  Bird 
are  the  only  surviving  original  occupants  of  the  market  — 
it  became  my  duty,  as  a  printer  on  one  of  the  leading  jour- 
nals of  that  day,  to  take  note  of  what  was  transpiring,  and 
we  are  here  to  verify  the  fact  that  the  stalls  were  well  filled 
with  the  best  products  of  the  fields,  orchards,  gardens  and 
cattle  markets  of  the  rural  districts.  Josiah  Quincy  was  a 
constant  visitor  at  the  office  of  the  Daily  Advertiser  — 
where  the  first  few  years  of  my  boyhood  were  pleasantly 
occupied  —  in  conference  with  Nathan  Hale  ujDon  the  great 
leading  questions  of  that  day,  and  none  excited  more  atten- 
tion than  the  building  of  the  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  and  the 
series  of  articles  which  appeared  in  the  columns  of  that 
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paper  upon  the  subject  of  railroads.  Neither  steamboats 
nor  railroads  had  then  entered  Boston.  Mr.  Hale  had  upon 
the  table  in  his  sanctum  a  miniature  railroad,  which  he 
took  pride  in  exhibiting  to  your  Mayor  and  the  merchants 
of  Boston,  explaining  the  manner  in  which  he  believed 
the}'^  might  be  made  useful  in  the  conveyance  of  heavy 
burthens  over  the  country,  by  horse  power,  providing  that 
steam  poAver  could  not  be  successfully  applied  The  city 
government  finall}^  became  interested,  although  it  was  not 
until  1829,  when  the  Council  voted  to  send  55  members  to 
the  Legislature,  having  in  view  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road, and  a  rousing  meeting  was  held  in  Faneuil  Hall, 
when  it  was  resolved  that  it  was,  in  the  opinion  of  Boston, 
important  for  this  commonwealth  to  construct  a  railroad 
from  Boston  to  the  western  line  of  the  State,  and  from 
Boston  to  Providence,  the  city  government  to  obtain  an  act 
to  take  the  stock  to  build  to  Worcester,  'providing  the  State 
did  not  want  the  whole. 

The  Legislature  granted  the  charter  to  Worcester, 
and  with  a  State  Tax  of  $75,000,  and  its  other  resources,  it 
was  believed  the  State  debt  would  be  discharged  in  a  few 
years !  The  key-note  was  then  struck,  and  the  capitalists 
of  our  country  from  that  day  to  the  present  have  been  mak- 
ing rapid  strides,  —  even  Cape  Cod  has  been  admirably 
provided  for,  and  your  citizens  can  now  take  the  Old 
Colony  R.  R.  to  Provincetown  Harbor,  within  a  few  rods 
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of  the  anchorage  of  the  Mayflower  in  1620,  having  on 
board  onr  Pilgrim  Fathers. 

But  let  me  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Cape  Cod  was 
having  her  influence  at  the  Hub  fifty  years  ago.  Follow- 
ing Mayor  Qiiincy  was  the  election  of  Harrison  Gray  Otis 
as  Mayor  of  Boston  in  1828.  Mr.  Otis's  immediate  ances- 
tors were  residents  of  Barnstable,  where  he  resided  dur- 
ing the  siege  of  Boston,  and  ,he  was  there  when  the 
news  reached  Barnstable  of  the  conflagration  of  Charles- 
town.  He  did  not  forget  to  speak,  while  Mayor,  of  the 
sensation  of  that  town  in  that  dismal  hour,  and  believed 
from  impressions  then  made,  that  every  man  capable  of 
bearing  arms  was  ready  to  rush  to  death  in  the  defence  of 
his  country. 

Boston  is  everywhere  distinguished  for  her  excellent 
Mayors,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  them  claiming  that 
the  blood  of  our  Puritan  fathers  is  still  running  in  their 
veins.  Even  Governor  Everett,  when  on  a  visit  to  Barns- 
table, at  the  Centennial  in  1839,  was  gratified  to  find  that 
his  great-grandmother  was  born  in  the  next  adjoining- 
county  (near  Hull,  I  believe,  in  Plymouth.)  Many  of  the 
ablest  and  best  men  in  Boston  emigrated  from  Cape  Cod, 
and  began  their  career  here  in  humble  life.  Let  me  name 
some  of  those  who  were  then  taking  an  active  part  in 
everything  that  pertained  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
your  city.     Among  the  number  were  Chief  Justice  Shaw, 
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Professor  John  G.  Palfrey,  Francis  Bassett,  B.  F.  Hallett, 

Prince  Hawes,  George  Hallett,  Joshua  Sears,  Thomas 
Thacher,  David  Sears,  Daniel  C.  Bacon,  William  Sturgis, 
Francis  Bacon,  Alpheus  Hardy,  John  L.  Dimmock,  Isaac 
Thacher,  Thomas  Gray,  David  Snow,  Isaac  Rich,  Benj. 
Burgess,  Horace  Scudder,  and  later  the  Davises,  Bangses, 
Bakers,  Bearses,  Nickersons,  Crowells,  Crockers,  Cobbs, 
and  innumerable  others  —  an  emigration  sufficient  of  itself 
to  swamp  any  other  section  of  the  country  except  Cape  Cod. 
They  became  a  powxr  sufficient  to  elect  Governors,  and  if 
need  be,  to  help  on  the  industries  of  Boston,  even  to  take 
their  Mayor  from  the  Right  Arm  of  the  Old  Bay  State. 
Excuse  my  wandering,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  will  close  by 
giving  you 

' '  Boston  —  G  od  bless  her  ; 

Where'er  I  roam,  whatever  realms  to  see. 

My  heart,  Tiiitramelled,  fondly  turns  to  thee." 
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POEM  BY  NATHANIEL   CHILD S. 
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On  hundred  hills  have  browsed  the  patient  herds, 

Cropping  the  thick,  sweet  grass  and  flowers  between  ; 
Wandering  where  singing  rills  mocked  songs  of  birds, 

With  steady,  swinging  step,  o'er  pathless  green; 
Mild-eyed  have  waited  they  for  coming  swain. 

When  sun  declined  with  slanting,  crimson  ray. 
And  caught  afar  his  "  Coo  !  Coo  !  Coo  !  "  again, 

As  he  let  down  the  bars  towards  homeward  way. 

In  broad,  o'erspreadiug  woods,  where  shades  are  deep, 

Has  sportsman  brushed  the  nestling  boughs  aside, 
Marking  with  eager  eye  the  rabbit's  leap, 

Seeking  where  may  the  whirring  partridge  hide. 
Unerring  aim  has  filled  the  bag  replete  ; 

Proudly  he  wends  his  home-return  once  more, 
Shoutf  out  a  hunter's  call,  casts  at  his  feet 

The  trophies  of  the  chase,  before  the  door. 

How  anxious  eyes  have  watched  for  swelling  sail ! 

How  trembling  lips  have  prayed  that  storms  might  cease 
How  bright  have  faces  turned,  just  now  were  pale. 

When  fisher-boats  came  back  to  harbor's  peace  I 
Abundant  store  gathered  from  depth  of  tide. 

Rough- handed  prizes  of  the  waiting  hour, 
Brave  recompense  won  'mid  waves  washing  wide, 

Lie  on  the  sandy  shore,  a  wholesome  dower. 
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Near  shady  porch,  where  climbs  the  rnstling  vine, 

The  busy  housewives  watch  the  ripening  fruit ; 
Set  out  the  polislied  pans  in  warm  sunshine. 

Believing  in  the  harvest's  promise  mute. 
Tlie  happy  children  search  for  redd'ning  ear  ; 

The  farmer's  eager  scythes  o'er  broad  fields  roam, 
Till  swells  his  heart  when  bursting  stacks  appear, 

And  all  the  summer's  growing  is  lirought  home. 

This  is,  of  fifty  years,  each  year  the  tale  :  — 

From  clover-blooming  fields,  from  mountain's  slope, 
From  tangled  woods,  from  brooks,  from  lionied  vale. 

From  the  deep  sea,  from  prairies  rolling  scope, 
From  cheerful  fannhome,  from  the  garden'd  plain. 

From  varied  scenes,  features  of  Nature's  face, 
The  gifts  of  earth,  of  sea,  join  in  a  glowing  train. 

To  find  at  last  their  best  intended  place. 

Surely,  were  this  a  rhyme  of  ancient  daj', 

The  Goddess  Plenty  we  should  best  invoke  ; 
A  sacred  off' ring  on  her  altar  lay, 

And  all  her  bounteous  presence  find  bespoke. 
He  the  high  priest  should  be  who  founded  here, 

The  city's  nursing  place,  bearing  the  name 
Of  Peter  Faneuil,  in  our  hearts  held  dear  — 

Josiah  Quincy,  priest  of  equal  fame. 

Tliey  of  old  service,  reaching  through  the  years 

Of  half  a  century,  should  likewise  stand 
The  altar  near,  when  the  wreiithed  ox  appears, 

And  aid  the  festal  rites  with  skilful  hand. 
He  serveth  long  who  serveth  well,  'tis  said  ; 

They  have  served  long,  they  have  served  well,  reply: 
Honor  to  Holden,  Robbins,  then  be  paid  : 

To  Curtis,  P.ird,  faithful  since  vears  gone  by. 
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Honor  to  all  I     Who  can  tlic  grand  feasts  paint, 

Where  wit  and  wisdom,  words  of  guidance  deep, 
Where  poetry  in  patriot's  praise,  or  saint. 

Spoke  of  the  fame  of  those  long-time  asleep  I 
Honor  to  those  who  have  the  feasts  prepared, 

They  who  have  furnished  all  the  viands  rare  1 
Shall  we  forget,  when  we  have  gladly  fared. 

What  of  our  thankfulness  is  their  just  share  ? 

On  him  who  hungers  all  the  poet's  skill 

Is  wasted.     Ev'ry  glorious  scene  is  naught. 
The  love  of  Beauty  comes  not  at  our  will. 

But  after  dinner  we  are  easier  taught. 
W^hen  we  are  fasting,  sermons  seem  so  dull  : 

True  eloquence  is  prosy  to  our  ears. 
Turning  from  tahle  that  was  laden  full, 

Prose  often  noble  poesy  appears. 

Wlio  knows,  then  ?    He  who  cuts  a  juicy  steak. 

Who  brings  us  fish,  or  plucks  a  tender  bird, 
May  give  us  poems,  or.  perchance  may  make 

A  song  seem  sweeter  than  before  was  heard. 
.Since  he  who  dines  well  better  finds  tliis  life. 

Then  he  who  makes  the  dinner  more  complete, 
( lives  occupation  fit  too  fork  and  knife. 

He  is  the  friend,  best  in  the  wo)-lil  to  mt^et. 

If  faring  well  makes  everything  more  fair. 

Your  marketman  a  poet  is,  or  w  it. 
He  writes  love- songs,  builds  "castles  in  the  uir," 

And  ev'ry  phase  of  art,  he'.<  part  of  i1. 
A  leg  of  beef  may  be  a  landscape  fine  ; 

A  turbot  may  have  music  'ueath  his  scales  ; 
A  broiling  chop  may  make  a  burning  line. 

And  cabbages  may  furnish  pleasant  tales. 
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For  half  a  ceutury,  who  dares  gainsay 

That  with  the  chain  of  years  has  come, 
From  this  proud  site,  full  many  a  Hashing  ray 

Of  noble  speech,  from  lips  that  else  were  dumb. 
Our  libraries  from  here  have  filled  their  shelves  ; 

The  painter's  skill  from  here  has  gained  a  strength  ; 
They  who  were  selfish  have  forgot  themselves, 

And  found  how  blessed  was  charity,  at  length. 

Better  have  citizens  become  —  have  learned 

To  love  their  homes  more,  and  to  bless  and  praise 
The  founding  of  the  market,  and  have  turned 

To  better  work  in  often  better  ways. 
Thus  have  the  long-time  gift  and  seconding,  — 

Helped  on  by  those  who  watch  and  guard  its  fame  — 
Been  able,  happiness  to  many  a  one  to  bring. 

And  have  been  part  of  Boston's  honored  name. 

To  centuries,  half-centuries  shall  grow  ; 

Increasing  good  come  with  increasing  age  ; 
Founders'  design,  well  followed  out,  shall  show 

A  better  reck'ning,  written  on  each  page. 
They  sure  forget,  who'd  change  his  purposed  plan, 

'Twas  Peter  founded  it  —  Peter — a  rock  I 
On  such  foundation,  who  find  better  can 

Than  Quincj'  granite  superstructure's  stock. 

No  I  conflagrations  pass  it  by  unharmed  ; 

Rebellion  enters  not  within  its  doors  ; 
Through  direful  panics,  bears  it  life  that's  charmed  : 

And  politics  in  business  it  abhors. 
Children  of  marketmen  shall  follow  sires  : 

Gather  the  offerings  of  every  clime  ; 
The  good  example  that  to-day  inspires, 

Shall  make  them  honored  through  their  'lotted  time. 
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So  shall  the  city  claim  of  them  jjood  will, 

As  now  the  city  shows  its  fealty  due. 
When  coming  celebrations  halls  shall  fill. 

Honoring  those  who  honest  trade  pursue. 
The  toast  of  years  ago  shall  sound  again  : 

"  Here's  to  the  founders  of  the  feast's  delight," 
While  they  who  feast  shall  quote  the  great  banl's  strain 

May  "good  digestion  wait  on  appetite," 


V. 


4 


1- 


REV.    WARREN  H.  CUDWORTH'S  SPEECH. 


The  Rev.  Warren  H.  Cudworth,  of  East  Boston, 
chaplain  of  the  day,  was  next  announced,  and  made  a 
capital  address,  in  which  he  paid  a  well  merited  tiibute  to 
the  generosity  of  Faneuil  Hall  marketmen,  in  cases  of  an 
appeal  to  their  charity.  And  the  great  merit  of  it,  too,  was 
its  promptness.  The  marketmen  of  Boston  always  respond 
when  there  is  need  for  the  exhibition  of  a  philanthropic 
spirit.  They  were  fond  of  their  stalls,  but  they  were  also 
fond  of  the  pew  and  the  pulpit,  and  he  always  found  con- 
nection between  piety  and  pork  and  potatoes,  and  betAveen 
sermons  and  sausages. 


REV.  y.  M.  AT  WOOD'S  SPEECH. 
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Rev.  J.  M.  Atwood  being  called  on,  rendered  fitting 
and  well  deserved  commendation  to  the  characters  and 
services  'of  Messrs.  Curtis,  Robbins,  Holden  and  Bird,  as 


representatives  of  the  business  men  of  the  market,  and  his 
references  to  the  gentlemen  in  question  were  generously 
welcomed.  From  their  history  he  drew  these  ideas  as  being 
the  source  and  secret  of  their  success:  First,  stick  to  your 
business  ;  don't  get  dissatisfied  nor  desire  to  change  to 
something  you  don't  understand.  Second,  it  is  not  essential 
to  go  outside  of  your  business  and  speculate  to  acquire  a 
large  fortune.  Speculation  is  a  diversion  of  a  man's  ener- 
gies, and  too  often  the  dissipation  of  his  fortune.  Third 
be  always  honest  and  honorable  in  your  business. 


SPEECH  OF  PRESIDENT  CURTIS. 
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At  near  the  close  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  J.  Herman 
Curtis,  the  chairman  of  the  evening,  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  Faneuil  Hall  Market  had  always  responded  to  the 
call  of  suffering,  and  said  that  he  could  not  call  to  mind  an 
instance  within  the  last  thirty  years  when  the  city  had  been 
called  upon  to  alleviate  suffering,  either  North,  South,  East 
or  West,  that  the  market  had  not  come  to  the  front  and  re- 
sponded to  a  man  ;  and  how  liberally  they  had  responded 
the  city  government  could  judge.     When  the  news  of  tlie 
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Cliieago  fire  reached  us,  we  immediately  called  a  meeting  in 
this  hall,  and  in  two  hours  raised  13000,  and  the  next 
morning,  Mr.  Fletcher,  one  of  our  number,  was  on  his  way 
to  Chicago  with  the  funds  to  relieve  the  suffering ;  and 
some  eighteen  months  since,  under  the  administration  of  our 
present  worthy  Mayor,  I  met  him  at  City  Hall,  when  he 
said  that  the  city  was  called  upon  to  render  aid  to  Louis- 
iana, and  that  he  had  told  the  committee  that  they  could 
count  on  •'rs^OOO  from  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  and  His  Honor 
did  not  count  without  his  host.  Mr.  Frost,  one  of  our 
number,  who  had  charge  of  the  affair,-  paid  over  to  the 
Relief  Committee  between  two  and  three  thousand  dollars. 


Other  addresses  were  also  made  by  Rev.  E.  W.  Gibbs 
of  Maine,  Hon  J.  B.  D.  Coggswell  of  Yarmouth,  Mr.  Har- 
rison Bird,  one  of  the  four  veterans  of  the  market,  who  was 
hailed  with  great  enthusiasm,  ex-Mayor  Wightman  and  ISjr. 
J.  V.  Fletcher,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments. After  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  secretary,  Mr.  Geo. 
H.  Tinkham,  and  the  singing  of  a  verse  of  "  Auld  Lang 
Syne,"  the  band  leading,  the  festival  closed  at  about  8 
o'clock  with  cheers  for  President  J.  Herman  Curtis  and  Mr. 
J.   \.  Fletcher. 
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During  the  evening  Brown's  Brigade  Band  was 
stationed  in  the  balcony  and  performed  frequently  and 
splendidly.     Among  the  selections  were  the  following  : 


Overture,  "Zampa"       .... 
Grand  Divertiseraent  from  "Loliensrin," 
Cornet  Solo,  "  Polk;x  di  Concert " 

H.   C.   r.n.nn 
AValtz,  "Normen" 


Harold 

.  "Wagner 

Ro.ssini 

.     StraiLss 
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LETTER    EROM  MAYOR    COBB. 


Gi.KX  HousK,  N.  H.,  24th  August.  187(). 

J.  H.  CuKTis,  Esq.,  Boston. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  th.ank  you  for  the  very  cordial  invitation  to  attend  the 
Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  opening  of  Faneiil  Hali>  Market  House, 
lontained  in  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant. 

I  appreciate  the  honor  you  do  me,  but  my  travelling  arrangements  are  such, 
that  1  fear  that  there  is  no  hope  of  my  being  able  to  reach  Boston  in  time  to  join 
in  the  proposed  festivities.  I  am  sorry  to  lose  so  interesting  an  occasion.  1 
should  be  glad  if  I  could  to  unite  with  you  in  paying  due  honor  to  the  memorj- 
of  JosiAH  QuTNCV,  the  founder  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market.  He  was  one  of  Boston's 
most  illustrious  (citizens,  and  a  great  magistrate.  His  indomitable  energy,  his 
absolute  independence,  Ws  courage,  his  far  seeing  sagacity,  and  his  perfect 
integrity,  have  alway,*?  rendered  him  in  every  view  the  Model  Mayor. 

It  has  been  my  highest  aim  in  office,  in  my  humble  way,  to  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  administration,  and  to  take  him  for  a  guide,  so  far  as  his  example 
is  applicable  to  the  government  of  a  city,  manifoldly  larger  in  territory  and  popu- 
lation than  the  old  Boston  which  he  presided  over. 

I  should  be  glad  also  to  bear  my  testimony  to  the  worth  of  such  men  a.< 
liOBiuNs,  Curtis,  Holpen,  Fletcher,  Bird,  and  others,  who,  while  conducting 
their  business  successfully  and  creditably  for  themselves,  have  given  a  high  tone 
to  the  character  of  an  establishment  in  which  our  city  has  so  large  an  interest, 
both  as  proprietor  and  as  customer. 

It  has  often  been  said  that  Boston  has  the  dearest  market  in  the  country. 
Whether  there  are  grounds  for  such  a  reproach,  I  cannot  say.  But  I  believe  it  is 
admitted  on  all  hands,  that  it  is  the  hest  market  in  the  country,  and  administered 


by  a  higher  class  of  men,  insomuch  that  a  child  may  be  sent  to  Faneuil  Hall 
Market  to  do  the  marketing  of  a  family  without  danger  of  being  cheated  in  the 
quality  or  price  of  a  family  dinner. 

Were  it  not  that  my  term  of  office  is  to  expire  so  soon,  I  think  I  would  wish 
to  consult  with  you  and  your  associates  in  devising  measures  to  remove  the 
reproach  of  dearness  so  far  as  it  is  well  founded,  and  at  the  same  time,  to  maintain 
tlie  high  reput«  of  our  market  for  honor  and  probity. 

I  am  confident  I  should  find  no  men  more  competent  and  willing  than  the 
occupants  of  Faneuil  Hall  ISIarket,  to  co-operate  with  me  in  any  attempt  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  and  high  renown  of  our  dear  oM  Boston. 

"With  much  respect,  I  remain. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

SAM'L  C.    COBB,  Mayor. 


LETTER  FROM  EX-MAYOR  LINCOLN. 


Boston,   August  25,  1876. 

To  J.  V.  Fletcher,  Esr;.,  and  others,  Committee  of  Arrangements,— 

Gentlemen  :  I  regret  that  on  account  of  absence  from  the  city,  I  am 
obliged  to  decline  the  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  dinner  in  Faneuil  Hall, 
to  morrow. 

The  anniversary  is  well  worthy  of  a  celebration  ;  the  erection  of  the 
Market  through  the  exertions  of  our  second  Mayor,  the  elder  Quincy,  a  half  cen- 
tury ago,  was  a  bold  and  sagacious  enterprise,  having  its  impetus  and  foundation 
in  a  profound  and  loving  faith  in  a  future  for  Boston,  which  time  has  fully 
justified. 

The  example  should  not  be  lost  on  the  present  generation,  for  a  wise 
foreca,st  in  anticipating  the  wants  of  a  great  city  is  of  paramount  interest  and 
importance. 


r 


While  the  Market  as  a  business  enterprise  in  itself  has  been  a  success, 
yet  one  of  its  chief  merits  has  been  the  public-spirited  citizens  who  have  been 
its  occupants,  and  who  have  been  ready  whenever  an  appeal  has  been  made  to 
them  in  a  philanthropic  or  patriotic  cause  to  respond  with  a  hearty  good  will  and 
substantial  contribution.  In  the  experience  of  my  life,  official  ami  private,  it 
has  been  my  fortune  to  l)e  personally  conversant  with  many  illustrations  of  this 
noble  and  liberal  spirit  of  its  occupants,  and  as  an  outsider,  I  cannot  refrain  froiu 
embracing  the  opportunity  which  this  occasion  has  furnished  to  bear  my  respect- 
ful and  greatful  testimony  in  this  matter. 

Boston  has  many  classes  of  citizens  in  business  pursuits  giving  it  a  name 
and  character  at  home  and  abroad,  but  for  the  last  half  century  there  has  been 
none  as  a  class  or  as  individuals  who  deserve  more  honorable  mention  than  those 
who  have  followed  their  avocations  within  the  walls  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market. 

That  your  festival  will  be  a  success  I.  have  no  doubt,  and  with  again  ex- 
pressing 'ray  regret  at  not  being  alile  to  unite  with  you  in  the  celebration,  I 
remain,  yours,  very  truly, 

F.  W.  LINCOLN. 
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A  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  was 
held  on  Thursday  olst  of  August,  when  a  communication 
was  received  from  Messrs.  L.  F.  Lawrence  &  Co.,  pro- 
posing to  print  and  publish  a  memorial  of  the  celebration, 
and  to  present  the  same  to  the  occupants  of  the  market  ; 
and  it  was  voted  to  accept  the  offer,  and  to  tender  them  the 
thanks  of  the  committee  for  their  generous  proposal. 

On  the  7th  September,  it  was  voted  that  Messrs. 
Noyes,  Furber,  Doe  and  Fletcher,  with  the  Secretary,  be  a 
committee,  with  full  powers,  to  prepare  and  superintend  the 
printing  of  the  same 
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Letters  were  received  from  Aldermen  Burrage  and 
Hull,  expressing  regret  that  other  engagements  would  pre- 
vent them  from  being  present  at  the  Festival.  Also  from 
Hon.  Harvey  Jewell ;  Hon.  Charles  R.  Train ;  S.  F. 
McCleary,  Esq.,  City  Clerk  ;  Cellector  Wm.  A.  Simmons, 
and  from  Mr.  .Tabez  Fisher,  one  of  the  original  occupants  of 
the  market,  not  now  in  business. 

A  telegram  was  also  received  from  Mr.  Edw.  Sands, 
of  Bethlehem,  N.  H.,  saying,  •'  though  absent  in  body,  I  am 
with  you  in  spirit,  and  ever  shall  be  as  long  as  the  "  sands  " 
of  life  continue." 


! 
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A  letter  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Benj.  B.  Davis, 
one  of  the  original  occupants,  now  living  in  Brookline, 
expressing  his  thanks  to  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
for  their  invitation,  which  "  by  the  blessing  of  a  kind  Provi- 
dence, he  was  able  to  attend."  He  fully  appreciated  the 
occasion  and  "•  was  much  gratified  to  take  by  the  hand  so 
many  of  his  friends  that  he  had  not  seenfor  years." 
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No.  OF  STALL. 

l-ij Benjamin  Johnson. 

2-4 Dyer  &  Frost. 

5-7 Joseph  F.  Hilton. 

6-8 E.  S.  Stacy. 

9-11    Lowell  B.  Hiscock. 

10-12 D.  A.  Dunbar. 

i:j-lo Marlborough  Williams. 

14-18 Swan,  Newton  &  Co. 

16 William  Melvin. 

17-10 Geo.  H.  &  James  H.  Russell 

20-22 Russell  &  Kimball. 

21-23-2.1 John  P.  Squire  &  Co. 

24 Burt  &  Harris. 

26.! David  M.  Oliver  &  Co. 

27-29 Chas.  H.  North  &  Co. 

28 Levi  Flint  &  Co. 
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Occupants  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market.— Continued. 

So,  OF  STALL. 

30 Geo.  W.  Amsden. 

31    John  A,  Rollins. 

32 H.  A.  Hovey  &  Co. 

33-35 Nathan  Robbins. 

34-36 Hiland  Lockwood. 

37-39 Edward  D.  Kimball. 

38-40 Harrison  Bird  &  Co. 

41-43 Sanderson,  ]Morse  &  Waters. 

'  42-44 Horatio  Locke. 

4.J Otis  Simonds. 

46 N.  &  G.  D.  Chamberlin 

47 Geo.  H.  Simonds. 

48 H.  L.  Lawrence  &  Co. 

49-51 E.  Holden  &  Son. 

50-52 S.  S.  Learnard. 

53-55 C.  &  O.  Rice. 

54-56 J.  W.  &  W.  H.  Kimball. 

57-59 Crosby  Bros.  &  Co. 

58 David  Simonds. 

60 William  Crosby. 

61-63 Gass,  Doe  &  Chapin. 

62-64 J.  Gross. 

65-67 S.  F.  Woodbridge  &  Co. 

66-68 J.  V.  Fletcher. 

69-71      James  D.  Prindle. 

70-72 M.J.  Copeland  &  Co. 

74-76 Benton,  Caverly  &  Jackson. 
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Occupants  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market.— Continued. 

No.  OF  STALL. 

73-75-77 J.  H.  Dunning. 

78-80 Severance  &  Healey. 

79-81     Charaberlin  &  Sullivan. 

82 Morse  &  Darling. 

83-85 Davis,  Chapin  &  Co. 

84-86 Conant  &  Bean. 

87-89 Butler  &  Keene. 

88-90-92 Sands,  Furber  &  Co. 

91    Bachelder  &  Palmer. 

93-95 HillBalch. 

94-96-98 Amsden  &  Butterfield. 

97-99 Smith,  Avery  &  Maynard. 

100-102   Hall  &  Cole, 

101 Isaac  Locke. 

103 Hill,  Tibbets  &  Co. 

105 ...C.  A.  Olin  &  Co. 

104-106 Curtis  &  Co. 

107-109 F.  W.  Morrill. 

108-110 Farnum  &  Co. 

111-112 J.  A.  Peabody. 

113-115-117-119 Walker  &  Rich. 

114-116-118-120-122 .Johnson  &  Burns. 

121-123 J.  Knowles. 

125-127-129-131 P.  H.  &  Wm.  Prior,  .Tr. 

122-4-6-8-30-32 Allen  H.  Jones. 
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OCCUPANTS     OF     CELLARS. 

FANEUIL   HALL    MARKET. 
No.  OF  OELLAE, 

1 Thomas  Dinsmore  &  Co. 

2 Watts  &  AVillis. 

3 Hilton  Bros.  &  Co. 

4 A.  M.  Aldrich  &  Co. 

5   Ambrose  Aldrich. 

fi   Geo.  H.  Tinkham. 

10 Samuel  Tiltoii. 

12 Winsor  Gleason. 

13 CM.  Hatch. 

13 C.T.  Dunn&Co. 

14 Chas.  E.  Morrison  &  Co. 

16 H.  A.  Hall  &  Son. 

19 Barnes  &  Stewart. 

21 R.  S  Mackintosh. 

21 Hiland,  Chessman  &  Co. 

NEW  FANEUIL   HALL  MARKET. 

No.  OF  CELLAR. 

1 Amos  G.  Patch. 

3 E.  r.  Church. 

4 Lowell  Bros. 

.5  ....•••  • Ewings  &  Locke. 

5    Hinckley  &  Ayers. 

6 Chas.  Lawrence. 

7 A.  J.  Harrington. 

10 Cheney  &  Upham. 

11 Merriam  &  Philbrook. 
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No.  OF  STALL. 

I    Swan  &  Fitch. 

2 Meniam  &  Philbrook. 

o James  H.  Parker. 

4 Kidder  &  Legg. 

5 Theo.  L.  Brown. 

6 Arthur  Treat. 

7 Andrews  &  Gleason. 

8 Geo.  H.  Scoville. 

9 Howe  &  Corliss. 

10   Geo.  O.  Boynton. 

11 ; Pratt  &  Fitch. 

12 W.  H.  Ilohnes. 

13 S.  C.  Tryon 

14 II.  P.  Morrison. 

1.")   Geo.  I).  Brown. 

li; X.  Brinibecom. 

17 Bryant  &  Scates. 

18 J.  H.  Bickford. 

19   :. Dole  &  Stacy. 

20 Cieo.  Viles. 

21 1.  E.  Noyes. 

23 Bird  &  Learnard. 

24 Hartwell  &  Skinner. 

2.5 Hadley  &  Son. 
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Occupants  of  New  Faneuil  Hall  Market.-^Continued. 

No.  OF  STALL. 

26       Joseph  A.  Treat. 

27 Xiles  &  Robinson. 

28 M.  M.  Marshall. 

31 Niles  Bros. 

32 S.  B.  &  P.  Krogman. 

34 E.  A.  Sanger. 
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Naturally  enough  the  establishment  of  a  market 
in  the  new  settlement  was  a  problem,  which  was  sure 
to  solve  itself.  Of  course  when  there  was  little  produced,  of 
anything,  and  of  that  little  each  one  for  himself,  there  would 
not  be  much  for  sale,  or  to  put  upon  the  market.  So  that 
necessarily,  for  the  first  years  of  the  town,  there  was  no 
market  and  small  occasion  for  one. 

Prior  to  1634,  Capt.  Uring,  (Voyages  and  Travels,) 
in  his  account  of  "  Boston  and  New  England,"  makes  the 
following  amusing  reference  to  the  subject  of  market  sup- 
plies and  their  disposition  : 

"  The  town  of  Boston  is  plentifully  supplied  with  good 
and  wholesome  provisions  of  all  sorts,  not  inferior  to  those 
in  England.  Though  the  town  is  large  and  populous,  they 
could  never  be  brought  to  establish  a  market  in  it,  notwith- 
standing several  of  their  Governors  have  taken  great  pains 
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to  convince  the  inhabitants  how  useful  and  l)eneHcial  it 
would  be  to  'em  ;  but  the  country  people  always  opposed  it; 
so  that  it  could  not  be  settled.  The  reason  they  give  for  it 
is,  if  the  market  days  were  appointed,  all  the  Town's  people 
would  buy  their  provisions  for  what  they  pleased,  so  rather 
cliose  to  send  them  as  they  see  fit.  And  sometimes  a  tall 
fellow  brings  in  a  turkey  or  goose  to  sell,  and  will  travel 
through  the  whole  town  to  see  who  will  give  the  most  for 
it,  and  it  is  at  last  sold  for  3s.  and  6d  or  4s. ;  and  if  he  had 
stayed  at  home  he  could  have  earned  a  crown  by  his  labor, 
which  is  the  customary  price  for  a  day's  work.  So  any  one 
may  judge  of  the  "  stupidity  of  the  country  people." 
"Thus,"  remarks  Mr.  Drake,  "if  Capt.  Uring's  statements 
be  correct,  as  to  the  opposition  to  a  market  house,  and  they 
probably  are,  a  solution  to  the  question  is  obtained,  for 
which  the  town  records  furnish  no  clue." 
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FIRST  IDEA  OF  A  MARKET. 

In  1634,  very  early  after  the  settlement  of  the  town, 
the  first  idea  of  a  market  was  suggested  by  an  order  of  the 
court,  and  this  it  has  been  said  was  held  in  the  street,  on 
the  day  of  the  Thursday  lecture,  once  a  week ;  but  what  was 
offered  for  sale,  at  that  time,  it  is  a  little  difficult  to  con- 
ceive. There  might  possibly  have  been  some  vegetables 
and  perhaps  fish  and   birds  or  other  game.     There   was  a 


market,  however,  of  some  sort,  and  as  Shaw  says,  the  spot 
iiOAv  occupied  b}^  the  Old  State  House,  which  was  formerly 
occupied  for  a  town  house,  was  the  ancient  market  place,  it 
might  have  been  there,  or  perhaps  near  there,  at  the  head 
of  Oliver's  Dock.  In  1635,  there  is  the  record  of  an  order 
"  that  all  the  timber  be  taken  away  from  the  market,  and 
gotten  cleane,  and  saw  pitts  gotten  filled  up."  This  timber 
must  have  come  in  by  the  dock,  and  near  it  and  the 
market  were  the  saw  pits,  which  at  this  time,  were  to  be 
removed.  There  is  a  record  also  at  this  time,  that  "  the  Se- 
lectmen desired  to  lay  a  floor  in  the  market  place  at  the 
northerly  part  of  the  town."  Still  it  is  believed  that  nothing 
effectual,  or  of  much  account,  was  accomplished  for  many 
years  in  the  way  of  a  market.  Whatever  Avas  offered  for 
sale  was  offered  at  the  doors  of  the  houses. 

And  however  small  this  traffic,  of  course,  it  continued 
to  increase  in  quantity  and  variety,  and  we  may  almost  say, 
has  done  so  ever  since. 

In  1654,  there  was  another  order  which  is  inexplica- 
ble :  it  was  "  that  the  guns  in  the  market  place  be  trimmed 
up  against  the  court  [meeting  ?]  of  the  selectmen  annually." 

A  MARKET  '' disallowed:' 

A  market,  or  perhaps  we  should  say,  a  market  place, 
was  often  spoken  of,  and  in  1687,  one  was  ordered  and 
a  committee  appointed  by  the  town  to  meet  and'*' state  the 
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place  and  days  and  other  circumstances  relating  to  the  good 
settling  thereof;"  and  it  was  provided  that  a  market  should 
be  kept  in  the  town.  In  1717,  the  inhabitants  thought 
themselves  imposed  upon  by  hucksters,  and  therefore,  in 
February,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  subject 
of  a  market.  The  committee  reported  and  the  town  voted 
to  erect  a  market:  but  the  measure  was  put  off  for  two 
years,  and  was  then  "  debated  and  disallowed."  The  sub- 
ject was  kept  in  abeyance  for  seventeen  years. 

THREE  MARKETS  ESTABLISHED. 

In  March,  17o4,  when  the  business  of  marketing  was 
absolutely  an  essential  matter  of  the  very  first  importance, 
a  vote  was  obtained  in  favor  of  "  a  committee  to  think  of 
and  assign  three  suitable  places  for  erecting  markets."  The 
vote  was  517  in  favor  of  the  measure  and  399  against  it. 
Seven  hundred  j)0unds  were  appropriated  and  the  markets 
were  erected  :  one  on  Orange  Street,  one  in  Dock  Square,  and 
one  near  the  Old  North  Meeting-house.  Every  day,  except- 
ing Sunday,  was  to  be  market  day,  from  the  rising  of  the 
sun  until  the  hour  of  1  o'clock,  post  meridian. 

On  Tuesday,  June  2,  1734,  the  markets  were  opened 
with  the  ringing  of  the  bells ;  many  people  were  present ; 
provisions,  at  this  time,  were  abundant.  The  good  and 
cheap,  it  is  added,  went  off  quickly;  the  poor  or  dear, 
more  slowly ;  and  it  was  thought  the  market  would  prove 
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beneficial  to  "this  great  town  in  general,  and  to  our 
country  friends  in  particular."  There  was  at  this  time  no 
middlemen:  the  farmers  sold  their  own  produce  and  the 
fishermen  their  own  catch.  This  was  at  a  period  of  just 
one  hundred  years  after  the  first  suggestion  of  a  market  in 
1634.  But  in  less  than  three  years'  time,  the  clerks  of  the 
markets  were  dismissed ;  one  of  the  buildings  was  converted 
into  stores  ;  one  was  taken  down  and  used  in  building  a 
workhouse,  and  the  third  was  destroyed  by  a  mob. 

PROPOSAL  OF  PETER  FANEUIL. 

Subsequently  to  this,  various  efforts  were  made  to 
build  a  market,  but  it  was  impossible  to  get  a  majority  in 
favor  of  it.  To  relieve  the  town  from  this  difiiculty,  Peter 
Faneuil,  a  liberal  and  wealthy  merchant,  offered  to  build  a 
market-house,  at  his  own  charge.  A  petition  was  circulated 
and  340  signatures  obtained  in  favor  of  the  proposal  of  Mr. 
Faneuil.  The  matter  was  accordingly  put  to  vote,  and  the 
result  was  367  in  favor  of  accepting  the  offer  and  360  against 
it.  This  vote,  slender  as  it  was,  would  probably  not  have 
been  secured  but  for  the  promise  "  that  the  market  people 
should  be  allowed  to  carry  their  marketing  wheresoever 
they  pleased  about  the  town  to  dispose  of  it." 

In  a  work,  entitled  a  "  Complete  System  of  Geog- 
raphy," in  two  very  large  folio  volumes,  of  800  pages  each, 
printed  in  England,   about  1745,  on   the  plan  of  Herman 
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Moll,  it  is  said  of  Boston,  "  Here  is  a  market  every  Thurs- 
day, and  fairs  for  three  days  together  each,  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  May,  and  the  liast  Tuesday  in  October,  which  are 
well  frequented,  and  from  some  parts  very  remote ;  but 
there's  scarce  a  fair  or  market  day,  in  any  other  town  in  the 
country."' 

BUILDING  OF  FANEUIL  HALL. 

The  work  of  building  the  market  was  began  on  the 
8th  of  September,  1740,  and  finished  in  two  years.  On  the 
10th  of  September,  1742,  the  key  of  the  building  was  form- 
ally delivered  to  the  selectmen.  Subsequently  to  this  time, 
on  the  13th  of  September,  the  Selectmen  reported  to 
the  town  that  Mr.  Faneuil  had  "  at  a  very  great  expense, 
erected  a  noble  structure,  far  exceeding  his  first  proposal, 
inasmuch  as  it  contains  not  only  a  large  and  sufficient  accom- 
modation for  a  market  place,  but  has  also  superadded  a 
spacious  and  most  beautiful  town  hall  over  it,  and  several 
other  convenient  rooms,  which  may  prove  very  beneficial 
to  the  town,  for  offices  or  otherwise."  On  motion  of  Hon. 
Thomas  Jeffries,  the  town  "  voted  with  the  utmost  gratitude 
to  receive  and  accept  this  most  generous  and  noble  benefac- 
tion." A  large  and  respectable  committee,  including  Hon. 
Thomas  Gushing,  Hon.  Adam  Winthrop,  the  Selectmen  and 
Representatives  of  the  town,  and  others,  to  wait  upon  Mr. 
Faneuil,  and  "  in  the  name  of  the  town  to  render  him  most 
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hearty  thanks  for  so  beautiful  a  gift."  On  motion  of  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  Esq.,  "  in  testimony  of  the  town's  gratitude," 
it  was  voted  "  that  the  hall  over  the  market-place,  be  named 
Faneuil  Hall,  and  at  all  times  hereafter  be  called  and  known 
by  that  name."  It  was  also  voted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  William 
Price,  that  "his  picture  be  drawn  at  full  length,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  town,  and  placed  in  the  Hall." 

The  building  was  of  brick,  100  feet  by  40  feet,  and 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1761 ;  rebuilt  by  the  town  in  1763, 
and  was  used  by  the  British  as  a  theatre,  in  1775.  Faneuil 
died  the  next  year  after  the  completion  of  the  building,  in 
March,  1743,  not  (juite  forty-three  years  of  age. 

After  the  building  of  the  market,  the  people  refused 
to  resort  to  it,  and  continued  to  buy  their  supplies  at  their 
doors ;  so  that  in  1747,  the  market  house  was  utterly  aban- 
doned. In  the  next  spring  it  was  opened  again  for  three 
days  in  the  week,  and  afterwards  every  day,  until  1752, 
when  it  was  again  closed.  Again  in  the  next  year,  it  was 
opened,  and  with  a  view  to  secure  some  revenue  from  it,  the 
stalls  were  leased. 

In  the  course  of  the  next  fifty  years,  the  long  wooden 
vegetable  market  was  erected  in  the  space  on  the  north  side 
of  Faneuil  Hall,  which,  with  more  or  less  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, was  used  until  the  building  of  the  present  Faneuil 
Hall  Market.  The  Boylston  Market  and  Parknian  Market 
were  established  about  1810.  Other  markets  have  since 
been  opened. 
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BUILDING   OF  FANEUIL  HALL  MARKET. 

The  first  public  action,  probably  not  the  first  sugges- 
tion of  the  matter,  in  relation  to  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  was 
in  the  first  year  of  the  city  government  — 1822— under  the 
mayorship  of  Hon.  John  Phillips,  a  fact  which  distinctly 
appears  in  the  printed  history  of  the  municipality.  On 
the  19th  of  August  —  the  official  year  at  this  time  com- 
menced on  the  1st  of  May — an  order  was  passed  by  the 
Common  Council,  appointing  Messrs.  Davis,  Perkins,  Dex- 
ter and  Stodder,  with  such  as  might  be  joined  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  "  a  committee  to  inquire  and  report  if 
the  interest  of  the  City  can  be  promoted  by  extending  the 
beef  market  under  Faneuil  Hall,  to  the  easterly  end  of  that 
building,  and  locating  the  entrance  to  the  hall  elsewhere," 
and  came  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  concurrence. 
The  order  was  accordingly  read  and  concurred  in,  and  Al- 
dermen Jenkins  and  Billings  were  joined  to  the  committee. 
On  the  14th  of  October,  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
this  committee  reported,  after  rehearsing  the  proposition, 
"that  the  same  ought  to  be  made."  This  report  was 
promptly  accepted,  and  thereupon  it  was  "  ordered  that  the 
same  committee  report  a  plan  for  such  alteration."  But  on 
the  30th  of  December  "  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  subject  of  alterations  in  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  made  a 
report  that  the  same  be  postponed  until  the  next  political 
vear,"  etc.,  which  report  was  accepted,  and  the  matter  went 


V. 


-^^^^■^pH> 


over.  This  plan,  it  should  be  remarked,  did  not  contem- 
plate an  extension  of  the  building.  The  subject  was  up 
again  the  next  year,  February  17th,  when  the  report  of 
a  committee  was  recommitted  ;  and  in  December,  the  fol- 
lowing message  emanated  from  the  new  Mayor : 

MESSAGE  EROM  MAYOR    QUINCY. 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Dec.  22,  1828. 
To  the  members  of  the  City  Council —  Gentlemen  : 

The  contracted  limits  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  the 
inconvenience  thence  resulting  to  the  citizens,  and  the 
rapidly  increasing  population  of  the  city,  which  is  dail}^ 
making  this  inconvenience  more  perceptible,  renders  the 
enlargement  of  the  market  one  of  the  most  obvious,  as  well 
as  one  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  the  improvements  of 
which  our  city  is  susceptible.  It  is  understood  that  from 
the  actual  relations  of  the  real  estate  in  that  vicinity,  im- 
portant purchases  may  probably  now  be  made  at  a  rate  as 
favorable  as  can  be  expected  at  any  future  period.  And  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  if  purchases  should  be  made  in  any 
respect  equal  to  the  exigencies  of  the  city,  and  suitable 
buildings  be  erected  thereon,  that  not  only  the  accommoda- 
tions of  the  city  would  be  greatly  increased  and  no  consider- 
able relief  result  to  the  poorer  classes  from  the  new  and 
greater  competition  among  those  who  supply  the  market, 
which  would  be  necessarily  consequent  thereon,  but  the  actual 
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annual  income  of  the  city  would  be  greatly  augmented.  An 
improvement  of  this  essential,  extensive  and  permanent 
character,  can  alone  be  effected  by  an  authority  to  hire  the 
amount  wanted  for  this  object  by  way  of  loan,  to  be  used 
from  time  to  time,  as  purchases  may  be  made  or  buildings 
erected. 

I  therefore  recommend  to  the  City  Council  that  a 
joint  committee  should  be  appointed  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  expediency  of  granting  such  an  authority  to  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and  to  prescribe  conditions  under 
which  it  shall  be  exercised. 

JOSIAH  QUINCY. 


This  paper  was  referred  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen 
Arthur  Benjamin  and  Enoch  Patterson,  and  Messi  s.  Elipha- 
let  Williams,  Enoch  Silsby,  Joseph  Stodder  and  Isaac  Wins- 
low,  of  the  Council. 


V. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

On  the  29th  of  December  following,  the  committee 
reported  that  the  prices  demanded  for  land  adjoining  Fan- 
euil  Hall  Market  "  are  generally  such  as  to  render  it 
inexpedient  to  proceed  further  in  any  attempt  to  negotiate. 
They  therefore,  recommend  for  the  adoption  of  the  City 
Council,  the  following  resolution  :  — 
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"  Resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  apply  to 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  for  such  an  extension  of  their 
powers  of  Surveyors  of  Highwaj^s  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
as  may  enable  the  City  to  become  possessed  of  such  estates 
in  tlie  vicinity  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market  as  the  said  Survey- 
ors may  deem  expedient  for  the  said  City  to  possess  for  the 
public  use,  under  such  limitations,  restrictions  and  provi- 
sions as  the  Constitution  enjoins,  and  as  a  regard  for  the 
interests  of  the  public  and  respect  for  the  rights  of  indi- 
viduals shall  dictate." 

The  resolution  was  adopted  in  the  two  branches  of 
the  City  Council. 

TO  BE  LAID  BEFORE  THE  PEOPLE. 

Two  weeks  later  the  matter  appeared  in  a  new  phase. 
The  committees  still  having  the  subject  in  charge,  reported, 
that  they  had  prepared  the  draft  of  a  memorial  to  the  legis- 
lature, which  they  submitted. 

Previousl}',  however,  say  the  committee,  to  making 
this  application,  your  committee  respectfully  refer  it  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  City  Council,  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
laying  the  whole  subject  before  the  inhabitants  of  the  City 
for  their  consideration. 

"  Considering  the  greatness  of  the  effects  of  the  con- 
templated project  on  the  relations  of  real  property  in  all 
that  circle  of  territory  from  the  '  town  dock '  to  the  head  of 
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Ann  (now  North)  Street,  and  the  mill  bridge  to  Exchange 
Wharf,  the  whole  of  which  will  be  m  a  greater  or  less  de- 
gree advantageously  affected  by  the  improvement ;  consid- 
ering, also,  that  the  powers  about  to  be  asked  from  the 
Legislature,  though  the  same  in  nature  with  those  now 
possessed  by  the  Surveyors  of  Highways,  are  yet  much  more 
extensive  in  degree,  and  have  a  direct  action  upon  private 
rights ;  and,  considering,  lastly,  that  should  the  improve- 
ments proposed  be  carried  into  effect,  there  will  be  consider- 
able loans  requisite  to  meet  the  first  purchases  ;  your  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  whole  range  of  the  relations 
of  the  subject  are  sufficiently  great  to  justify  and  to  require 
that  the  real  sentiments  of  our  fellow-citizens  should  be 
finally  and  satisfactorily  ascertained  in  relation  to  it.  It  is 
true  thus  far  the  project  appears  to  have  met  with  an  almost 
universal  concurrence  and  approbation.  And  should  the 
result  of  the  proposed  meeting  of  our  fellow-citizens  show 
that  this  appearance  indicates  their  real  wishes  and  views  of  • 
their  own  interests,  the  City  Council  will  be  enabled  to  pro- 
ceed afterwards  Avith  alacrity  and  efficiency.  Should,  how- 
ever, the  event  prove  that  these  appearances  are  deceptive, 
and  that  there  is  no  such  general  approbation,  as  circum- 
stances and  language  have  hitherto  indicated,  it  cannot  but 
be  acceptable  to  the  members  of  the  City  Council,  who  have 
no  other  views  in  all  their  acts  and  deliberations  than  to 
consult  the  best  interests  of  their  constituents,  that  such  a 


4 


ti 


r 


state  of  opinion  should  be  known  previously  to  any  decisive 
steps  being  taken  on  the  subject." 

MEETING  OF  THE  CITIZENS. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  the  resolutions  proposed 
were  adopted,  and  on  Friday,  the  16th  day  of  January,  1824, 
at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  the  meeting  M'as  held  to 
consider  and  determine  upon  the  questions  proposed, 
viz.:  1.  Is  it  expedient  that  the  Faneuil  Hall  Market 
should  be  extended  toward  the  harbor,  etc.,  by  the  City 
Council,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
effected  ?  2.  Is  it  expedient  for  the  City  Council  to  apply 
to  the  Legislature  for  an  extension  of  the  powers  of  the 
Surveyors  of  Highways,  etc.  ?  These  questions  were  decided 
in  the  affirmative  by  a  full  vote. 

DEFINITE  ACTION  BY  THE   CITY  COUNCIL 

On  the  11th  of  March,  1824,  the  committee  of  both 
branches  of  the  City  Council  on  the  subject  of  the  extension 
of  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  reported  "  that,  in  conformity  with 
the  directions  of  the  City  Council  and  the  vote  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens, they  applied  to  the  State  Legislature  and  have 
obtained  an  act  for  the  extension  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market," 
which  they  presented. 

The  committee  proposed  resolutions  which  they 
thought  would  express  the  views  of  the  City  Council  and 
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provide  for  all  the  powers  necessary  at  present  to  exercise. 
These  were  :  First,  that  the  public  exigencies  require  that 
the  limits  of  the  Faneuil  Hall  Market  shall  be  extended 
between  Ann  Street,  on  the  North,  a  line  drawn  from  the 
east  end  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  the  West,  the  south  side  of 
Faneuil  Hall  and  the  lane  leading  to  Green's  Wharf  on  the 
South,  and  the  harbor  on  the  east ;  second,  that  the  particular 
direction  in  which  the  limits  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market  shall 
be  extended,  be  referred  to  future  consideration  ;  third,  that 
a  joint  committee  shall  consider  whether  the  land  shall  be 
acquired  l)y  purchase  or  by  virtue  of  the  Act  of  the  Legis- 
lature ;  "  and  in  case  said  committee  shall  see  fit  to  purchase 
any  estate  within  said  limits  which  ma}-  be  wanted  for  the 
extension  of  the  market,  and  for  the  streets  and  store  lots 
adjacent,  they  are  herel)y  authorized  and  empowered  so  to 
do,"  on  conditions  named,  the  sum  appropriated  not  to  ex- 
ceed $500,000  ;  fourth,  that  said  committee  be  authorized 
to  raise  money  by  way  of  loans,  from  time  to  time,  interest 
not  to  exceed  5  per  cent.  ;  fifth,  that  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  issue  certificates  of  said  loans,  to  be  countersigned 
by  the  City  Treasurer. 

The  resolutions  were  read  and  passed,  and  the  joint 
committee  who  reported  them  authorized  to  carry  the  same 
into  effect. 
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JV£IV  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1824,  a  new  government  came 
into  office,  and  as  there  were  several  changes  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  under  Mayor  Quincy,  a  new  joint  committee 
was  appointed,  composed  as  follows  : 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  David  W.  Child,  Patterson 

and  Benjamin,  and  Francis  J.  Oliver,  President,  and  Messrs. 

Benjamin  Russell,  Charles  P.  Curtis,  Thaddeus  Page,  Eli- 

phalet  Williams,  J.  S.  Hastings  and  Joseph  Coolidge,  of  the 

Council. 

LAND   PURCHASED. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  the  joint  committee  reported 
that  they  had  "  purchased  all  the  estates  within  the  sphere 
of  the  contemplated  improvements  which  they  could  obtain 
by  negotiation,  and  which  they  deemed  it  wise  for  the  cit}' 
to  possess.  That  these^  purchases  included  the  estates  be- 
longing to  Charles  Miller,  John  Osborne's  heir,  William  and 
James  Savage,  Benjamin  Bussey  and  the  heirs  of  Calel) 
Wheaton,  on  the  north  side  of  town  dock ;  Samuel  Ham- 
mond, John  Codman,  Lot  and  Josiah  Wheelwright,  Edward 
Miller,  heirs  of  the  late  John  Gore,  of  the  late  Samuel 
Parkman,  and  fourteenth  part  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Nathan 
Spear.  These  embrace  all  wanted  except  the  estates  belong- 
ing to  Daniel  T.  Vose,  Joseph  R.  Newell,  Thomas  Hancock, 
(a  non  compos)  and  another  part  of  Spear's.  The  estates 
purchased  amounted  to  $400,880.94 ;  those  contracted  for. 
$19,373.31;  total,  $420,254.25. 
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The  committee,  after  stating  the  facts  in  the  case  in 
regard  to  the  refusal  of  Messrs.  Vose,  Newell,  Hancock  and 
others,  to  negotiate,  recommend  the  adoption  of  certain 
resolutions  by  which  the  estates  were  ultimately  obtained 
under  the  powers  of  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  —  the  Coun- 
cil having  formally  declared  that  the  public  exigencies 
demanded  the  extension  of  the  market  according  to  the  lines 
mentioned  and  finally  adopted.  The  same  report  also  pro- 
vided for  a  plan  of  the  lands,  showing  the  lines,  and  the 
building:  of  an  abutment  of  stone.  The  work,  therefore, 
was  practically  commenced  in  July,  1824. 

Other  parties  are  mentioned  as  having  transferred 
their  lands  to  the  city,  and  among  these  are  Harrison  Gray 
Otis,  John  T.  Apthorp,  Governor  Eustis,  John  D.  Howard, 
and  finally  by  an  extension  of  the  improvement,  of  numer- 
ous other  parties. 

BUILDING   COMMITTEE  APPOINTED. 

The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  Child  and  Benjamin  and 
Councilman  E.  Williams,  were  appointed  a  building  com- 
mittee, and  the  first  grant  of  money  was  120,000  for  build- 
ing sea  walls,  drains,  etc. 

A  very  considerable  extension  of  the  work  was  now 
proposed  by  which  the  Mill  Creek  and  wharves  beyond  were 
included  on  the  north,  and  this  was  approved  by  the  Coun- 
cil, and  the  whole  amount  of  appropriation  in  September, 
1824,  reached  the  sum  of  $547,500. 
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THE  PLAN  OF  THE  MARKET  HOUSE 
was  now  determined  upon  ;  that  it  sliould  be  of  stone,  and 
$75,000  appropriated  for  its  erection.  On  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember, the  store  lots,  17  in  number,  on  North  Market 
Street  were  sold  by  auction  at  from  $7,  the  minimum  affixed^ 
to  120.83  per  square  foot,  producing  1303,495.42,  averaging 
$10  per  foot  for  the  land. 

After  this  other  estates  were  bought,  and  the  limits 
of  the  improvement  still  further  extended.  In  January, 
1825,  lands  were  bought  of  Benjamin  Adams,  James  T.  Aus- 
tin, Josiah  Salsbury,  Thos.  Barnes,  the  Fifty  Associates,  and 
the  Proprietors  of  Long  Wharf,  at  a  cost  of  1218,347  ;  and 
in  March,  the  store  lots,  (22  in  number),  on  South  Market 
Street,  were  sold  by  auction,  producing  $403,854,  averaging 
$11.32  per  square  foot.  By  this  time  the  improvement, 
which  had  gradually  grown  up  from  the  orignal  idea  of  the 
enlargement  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  the  easterly  end,  had  com- 
mended itself  by  its  success  to  all  parties  —  some  of  the 
hardest  places  having  been  successfully  got  over,  so  to  speak, 
to  the  advantage  of  the  city,  and  in  addition  to  this,  the 
sale  of  the  store  lots  on  each  side  of  the  market  house,  was 
deemed  specially  propitious. 

THE   CORNER  STONE 
of  the  Market  House  was  laid,  with  considerable  ceremony, 
on  Wednesday,  27th  of  April,  1825.     There  were  deposited 
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beneath  it  a  map  of  the  city,  plans  of  land,  stores,  etc.,  City 
Charter,  State  and  National  Constitutions,  Rules  of  the  City 
Council,  newspapers,  history  of  Boston,  coins,  etc.,  with 
plate  and  inscription,  containing  names  of  all  the  members 
of  the  City  Government.  John  Quincy  Adams,  President 
of  the  United  States.  Marcus  Morton,  Lieutenant-Governor 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Population  of  Boston,  estimated  50,000 ;  of  the 
United  States,  11,000,000.  These  last  statements  are  very 
suggestive  of  the  progress  of  the  city  and  the  nation  during 
the  last  fifty  years.  A  few  words  were  said  by  the  Mayor 
in  concluding  the  ceremony. 

It  is  an  interesting  and  noticeable  fact  that  the  corner- 
stone of  this  grand  structure  was  laid  in  the  same  year  as 
the  corner-stone  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument.  Fifteen 
years  later,  with  the  Monument  still  unfinished,  it  was  by 
the  aid  of  the  Ladies'  Fair,  held  in  Quincy  Hall,  over  the 
market,  that  the  Monument  Association  was  enabled,  in 
1843,  to  complete  the  great  work  —  so  nearly  are  these  two 
commanding  features  of  our  present  city  related  to  each 
other. 

FURTHER  EXTENSION  OF  THE  WORK. 

On  the  opening  of  the  new  year,  January,  1826,  (the 
municipal  year  having  been  changed  from  the  1st  of  May), 
a  new  committee  on  the  extension  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market 
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was  appointed,  consisting  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  Bellows, 
Marshall,  and  Robhins,  and  the  President,  John  R.  Adan, 
Messrs.  Curtis,  Hastings,  Boies,  Lodge,  Grovesnor  and  Bar- 
nard, of  the  Common  Council. 

Another  purchase  of  land  was  made  by  which  Clin- 
ton Street  was  opened  without  cost  to  the  city.  In  July, 
the  building  of  the  market  house  having  been  completed, 
and  the  arrangement  of  the  stalls  determined,  the  terms  on 
which  they  would  be  leased  were  agreed  upon  and  that  the 
leases  should  be  sold  at  public  auction  —  this  method  having 
worked  so  well  with  the  store  lots  —  reserving,  however,  to 
the  tenants  of  Faneuil  Hall,  the  right  to  take  them  at  the 
appraisement,  which  they  did  —  and  on  the  26th  of  August, 
1826,  the  market  house,  as  we  see  it  to-day,  was  for  the  first 
time,  in  all  its  newness  and  convenience,  opened  to  the 
public.  The  further  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  as  a  market  was 
at  once  discontinued  until  a  few  years  ago,  when  it  was 
again  called  into  requisition. 

CONCERNING   SOUTH  MARKET  STREET. 

One  of  the  most  fortunate  occurrences,  connected 
with  the  building  of  the  market,  in  the  end,  was  the  refusal 
of  certain  parties  mentioned,  to  sell  their  real  estate  to  the 
city  for  the  purposes  of  the  improvement ;  as  it  is  wholly 
owing  to  the  action  of  the  city  government,  in  relation  to 
these  estates,  that  the  land  was  taken  under  the  authority 
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of  the  legislature,  for  South  Market  Street,  which  accounts 
for  its  extraordinary  width  :  an  advantage  and  convenience 
to-day  of  almost  priceless  value  to  the  business  of  the  mar- 
ket. If  they  had  sold  their  lands  to  the  city,  as  other 
parties  did,  the  street  would  probably  have  been  of  the 
same  width  as  North  Market  Street. 
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THE  BUILDING  AS  COMPLETED, 

is  536  feet  long  by  50  feet  in  width,  the  centre  portion, 
under  the  dome,  being  55  feet  wide.  The  hall  in  the  second 
etory  (Quincy  Hall)  extends  the  whole  length  of  the  build- 
ing. The  wings,  or  east  and  west  ends,  have  each  a  portico, 
of  four  monolithic  granite  columns,  three  feet  seven  inches 
in  diameter  and  twenty-three  feet  in  height. 

TOTAL  COST  OF  THE  ENTERPRISE. 

The  total  amount  of  money  exjDended  by  the  city  in 
this  great  improvement  was  81,141,272.33,  of  which,  from 
their  own  operations,  the  committee  paid  $532,797.33,  leav- 
ing as  the  cost  of  the  enterprise  $608,475.  Of  this  sum  the 
city  subsequently  received  from  notes  and  other  demands 
due  the  committee,  $224,270.74,  so  that  the  actual  debt  of 
the  city  for  the  work  was  $384,204.26.  To  show  for  this 
expenditure,  so  satisfactory  were  the  results  of  the  enter- 
prise, the  city  have  the  market  house,  never  estimated  at 
less  than  $500,000,  and  the  City  wharf  and  flats  (since  im- 
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proved),  worth  about  the  same  sum,  and  six  important 
streets,  containing  over  60,000  feet  of  land.  It  is  pretty 
certain  that  very  few,  if  any  modern  improvements  in  the 
city,  have  turned  out  as  profitably  as  this.  Everything  of  a 
financial  character  that  has  been  developed  in  connection 
with  the  edifice  and  its  surroundings  proves  the 

FORESIGHT  OF  THE  ELDER   QUINCY 

and  his  associates,  in  the  establishment  of  the  market  on  so 
substantial  a  basis.  The  stalls  were  opened  at  a  rental  of 
about  $1.75  a  week,  and  seven  of  the  original  occupants  are 
now  living,  four  of  whom,  Messrs.  Nathan  Robbins  of 
Arlington,  President  of  the  Faneuil  Hall  Bank ;  Harrison 
Bird  of  Brookline,  Joseph  H.  Curtis  of  Jamaica  Plain,  and 
Ebenezer  Holden  of  Dorchester,  are  in  the  market,  still 
engaged  in  business. 

The  stalls  now,  when  they  change  hands,  command 
a  heavy  bonus,  in  remarkable  contrast  with  the  opening 
day,  fifty  years  ago,  when  a  portion  of  them  were  unoc- 
cupied and  the  rest  let  for  |90  each  per  annum.  Mr.  Charles 
B.  Rice,  appointed  in  1862  superintendent  of  both  buildings,* 
makes  out  bills  for  130  firms  and  individuals  occupying 
stalls,  and  32  occupying  cellars,  and  could  reckon  a  larger 
income   annually  than  now,  had  not  the  city  government 

*  Now  Geo,  E,  McKay. 
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hampered  its  lease  by  a  proviso  that  the  Massachusetts  Me- 
chanic Association  should  have  the  use  of  the  second  floor 
for  its  fairs  once  in  three  years.  Finished  as  offices,  and 
for  other  purposes,  the  second  floor  would  long  ago  have 
yielded  a  larger  income.  Even  now,  it  is  said,  that  no  piece 
of  ground  of  equal  size,  in  either  New  York  or  London, 
used  for  similar  purposes,  or  in  fact  for  any  purposes,  has 
returned  so  rich  a  percentage  of  income  on  its  original  cost. 
It  is  probably  true  that  in  the  end,  from  the  sale  of  the 
city's  interests  already  mentioned,  the  market  house  and  its 
appurtenances  and  streets,  are  held  l)y  the  city  free  of  cost, 
as  the  net  results  of  the  entire  enterprise. 
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The  business  of  the  market,  which  was  so  simple 
and  small  in  its  origin,  as  we  have  seen,  has  now  reached 
larger  dimensions  than  the  most  sanguine  and  far-seeing  had 
ever  contemplated.  Of  course,  it  was  understood  in  the 
earliest  times  to  be  the  one  necessary  trade  of  the  com- 
munity, whose  increasing  population  would  demand  its  ex- 
tension ;  and  from  that  day  in  1634,  to  the  present,  the  busi- 
ness of  the  market  has  been  constantly  enlarging  in  its 
demands  and  supplies.  Its  immediate  and  perhaps  most 
legitimate  business  is  its  general  traffic  in  the  products  of 
the  farm,  the  cattle  yard,  the  dairy  and  the  orchard ;  and 
supplies  for  these  departments  are  sent  to  it,  mainly  from 
the  New  England  States,  but  largely  also  from  the  West 
and  many  of  the  Southern  States ;  from  the  West  India 
Islands,  from  the  British  Provinces,  and  from  the  Dominion 
of  Canada.    In  addition  to  this  is  the  fish  market,  which  is 
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supplied,  more  or  less,  from  the  entire  coast,  as  well  as  the 
lakes  and  rivers  within  hundreds  of  miles,  and  is  accounted 
one  of  the  best  fish  markets  in  the  country. 

Fruits  of  every  variety  are  received  from  nearly  all 
the  States  of  the  Union;  from  the  English  and  Spanish 
Islands,  and  from  many  foreign  countries.  So  that,  at  the 
end  of  a  century  since  the  market  was  firmly  established,  it 
may  now  be  considered  as  complete  in  all  respects,  in  its 
demands  upon  growers,  producers  and  commission  mer- 
chants, on  one  hand,  and  in  furnishing  its  customers  and 
consumers  on  the  other. 

In  all  this  business,  it  will  be  seen,  in  both  branches 
of  trade,  buying  and  selling,  to  what  an  extent  the  business 
of  the  market  is,  in  everything  except  its  mere  local  traffic, 
dependent  upon  the  commerce  and  transportation  of  the 
country,  not  only  for  the  receipt  of,  but  in  the  distribution 
of  its  supplies :  so  that  the  ramifications  and  the  extent  of 
business,  employment,  labor,  preparation,  and  transporta- 
tion, connected  with  the  market  and  resulting  from  its  de- 
mands and  sales,  are  literally  beyond  estimation.  It  is  in 
many  respects,  we  may  say,  the  great  interest  of  the  city, 
essential  to  its  growth,  its  prosperity,  its  very  existence. 

One  of  the  most  observable  things  about  our  market, 
showing  progress  and  improvement  in  the  business,  is  the 
manner  in  which  produce  and  supplies  of  all  kinds,  are 
brought  into  the  market  and  offered  for  sale.     The  care 
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manifested  some  times  in  these  things  is  surprising  and  such 
as  would  not  have  been  thought  of  in  the  olden  time. 
There  is  neatness  and  cleanliness  and  propriety  observed 
not  only  in  packing,  but  in  the  handling  of  what  other 
people  are  expected  to  buy  and  eat.  It  is  said  that  the  use 
of  the  fork  was  introduced  into  England,  in  the  17th  cen- 
tury, in  imitation  of  the  nations  who  did  not  like  to  use 
their  fingers,  "seeing  all  men's  fingers  are  not  alike  clean," 
but  we  have  no  doubt  the  instrument  is  of  Saxon  origin 
and  was  introduced  to  the  world  by  the  ancestors  of  the 
men  in  our  market. 

The  revolution  from  the  olden  time,  in  the  particu- 
lars referred  to,  is  thorough  and  complete,  and  extends 
through  all  the  departments  of  the  market ;  is  seen  in  the 
dressing  of  an  ox  as  in  the  bunching  of  radishes.  The 
meats  are  differently  presented,  even  in  the  carcasses,  or 
more  especially  in  the  methods  of  carving  and  dressing. 
Cutmeats  are  differently  prepared  and  in  much  greater  vari- 
ety ;  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  other  departments  of 
the  market.  The  improvement  extends  very  decidedly  to 
the  poultry  market,  and  much  to  its  advantage :  the  farmers 
have  learned  to  consider  appearances  a^  something  of  value 
in  the  sale.  In  no  department,  however,  is  the  improve- 
ment greater  or  more  economical,  than  in  the  making  and 
packing  of  butter  and  cheese,  now  mostly  removed  from  the 
family  to  the  factories,  and  in  the  packing  of  eggs  for  trans- 
portation. 3 
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It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  enlarge  upon  this  matter : 
the  things  we  speak  of  are  obvious  to  every  visitor  to  the 
market,  whether  for  business  or  curiosity ;  and  the  same 
improvements  will  be  noticed  also  in  the  packing  and  deliv- 
ery of  all  articles  purchased  in  the  market. 

In  respect  to  the  business  of  the  market,  the  pur- 
chaser goes  there  for  the  articles  his  wants  or  comfort  make 
necessary  to  him,  and  is  pretty  sure  to  find  them.  Every 
thing  is  open  to  his  inspection,  and  he  is  left  to  judge 
of  the  quality  of  the  article  and  make  his  own  selection,  if 
able,  and  if  not  may  have  entire  confidence  in  the  dealer. 

The  appearance  of  the  market,  —  Faneuil  Hall  and 
Faneuil  Hall  Market,  —  for  the  entire  length  of  the  two 
buildings,  from  Dock  Square  to  Commercial  Street,  if  not 
in  fact  to  Atlantic  Avenue,  occupied  as  the  whole  space 
now  is,  with  produce,  is  hardly  changed,  day  after  day, 
excepting  as  the  seasons  change.  It  goes  gradually  through 
the  process  of  spring,  summer,  fall  and  winter  supplies. 
The  staple  articles  of  life,  in  the  several  departments  of  the 
market,  are  always  in  supply,  with  the  usual  varieties  of 
preparations,  now  in  numerous  forms  ;  and  these  are  almost 
out  of  the  reach  of  adulteration  or  extension,  and  may 
generally  be  relied  upon  as  pure.  It  is  the  pride  of  the 
market  that  it  is  free,  open  and  untrammelled  by  rings  or 
cliques  or  "  corners ; "  and  it  is  very  rare  indeed  that  the 
purchaser  fails  to  get  precisely  what  he  wants, 
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Some  inquiries  have  been  made  as  to  the  amount  of 
business  done  in  our  market  and  within  its  legitimate  limits  ; 
but  we  do  not  see  how  any  statement  of  this  kind  can  even 
be  approximately  made.  Some  of  the  largest  firms  are  en- 
gaged in  the  pork  and  cutmeat  business,  and  this  traffic 
comes  up,  at  least,  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars  per  annum : 
the  leading  houses  are  J.  P.  Squire  &  Co.,  C.  H.  North  & 
Co.,  and  Hiland,  Lockwood  &  Co.  The  beef  trade,  which 
is  comparatively  local,  is  nevertheless  very  large,  without 
regard  to  exports,  and  among  the  principal  dealers  are 
J.  V.  Fletcher  &  Sons,  Harrison  Bird  &  Co.,  Ebenezer 
Holden  &  Sons,  J.  D.  Pringle,  Sanderson,  Morse  &  Co., 
Severance  &  Haley,  Crosby,  Simonds,  Kimball  and  others. 

In  the  mutton  and  veal  traffic,  there  are  several  old 
firms,  doing  a  very  large  business,  dispensing  it  may  be  for 
most  of  the  time,  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  carcasses  per 
day:  among  these  are  L.  B.  Hiscock,  whose  father  was  here 
nearly  a  half  century ;  L.  M.  Dyer  of  more  than  forty  years 
experience ;  Melvin  of  forty-five  years ;  Williams  of  thirty 
years ;  Frost  of  twenty  years,  and  Hilton  of  ten  years. 

In  the  butter  and  cheese  departments,  there  are  some 
large  dealers  of  many  years  experience :  Chamberlain  &  Co. 
and  the  firm  of  Hovey  &  Co.,  are  the  oldest;  Crosby  Broth- 
ers &  Co.,  Gass,  Doe  &  Chapin,  have  been  long  in  the 
business,  and  all  these  firms  have  grown  up  with  it.  There 
are  other  prominent  dealers,  and  among  them,  Morse  & 
Darling,  Geo.  H.  Tinkham,  D.  M.  Oliver  &  Co.,  and  others. 
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in  poultry  and  game,  Robbins  was  one  of  the  original 
occupants  of  the  market ;  Dunbar,  thirty  years  ;  Swan  & 
Newton,  Russell  Brothers,  Lawrence  &  Co.,  and  others  — 
all  of  them  very  large  dealers. 

In  the  fruit  and  vegetable  departments  of  the  market, 
there  are  many  large  and  prominent  dealers,  in  both  the 
wholesale  and  retail  departments.  To  name  them  for  any 
special  character  or  enterprise  would  be  almost  to  name 
them  all. 

THE  APPLE    TRADE. 

One  of  the  leading  enterprises  of  former  times,  was 
the  apple  trade,  with  western  New  York,  originated  in  1843, 
by  Messrs.  Curtis  &  Co.  At  that  time  not  as  many  as  one 
car  load  of  Baldwin  apples  could  have  been  bought  in  the 
State  west  of  Rochester.  Now  (1876),  there  are  at  least  five 
hundred  thousand  barrels  on  the  same  territory.  Then, 
very  few  of  the  orchards  were  of  grafted  fruit,  and  when 
one  was  found  the  owner  was  pretty  sure  to  be  from  some 
New  England  State ;  now  some  farmers  have  orchards  of 
one  hundred  acres  and  upwards ;  while  many  have  from  ten 
to  fifty  acres,  carefully  assorted  to  the  best  varieties.  The 
same  firm  continue  the  business  at  present,  and  are  also, 
together  with  Hall  &  Cole,  very  largely  engaged  in  the 
cranberry  trade. 
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OTHER    FRUIT  DEALERS. 

Sands,  Furber  &  Co.,  have  been  some  forty  years  in 
the  business,  and  do  a  large  business  in  Southern  and  West- 
ern and  home  fruits.  Simmons,  Amsden  &  Co.  are  an  old 
firm  of  thirty  years,  and  do  a  large  home  and  foreign  busi- 
ness in  fruits  and  vegetables,  having  received  this  year 
vegetables  from  England  in  exchange  for  American  apples. 
Farnum  &  Co.,  date  their  firm  back  nearly  forty  years,  and 
do  a  very  large  business ;  Hill,  Tibbetts  &  Co.,  go  back 
more  than  forty  years :  Farnum  &  Co.,  nearly  as  long ; 
Isaac  Locke,  some  thirty-six  years;  Hall  &  Cole,  have  been 
in  the  market  respectively,  thirty  and  twenty-four  years, 
and  are  now  doing  a  very  large  business,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic, having  consignments  of  the  best  fruit  and  earliest 
vegetables  grown  in  the  state.  Some  of  the  members  of  the 
firms  of  Davis,  Chapin  &  Co.,  Conant  &  Bean,  Hale  &  Son, 
have  been  many  years  in  the  market.  Smith,  Avery  &  May- 
nard*  are  the  successors  of  the  old  firm  of  Tombs  &  Co.,  and 
are  sure  to  have  the  rarities  of  the  market  and  the  season, 
native  and  foreign,  in  very  large  variety,  and  of  the  choicest 
quality.  The  stand  inherits  and  we  may  say  preserves  the 
reputation  of  its  predecessors  in  the  respects  named.  Winn, 
Ricker  &  Co.,  though  this  firm  is  comparatively  modern, 
have  been  long  in  the  business  of  the  market,  and  have  a 

*  Now  Whitman  B,  Smith. 


V. 


very  attractive  stall,  in  the  line  of  fruits,  early  and  late,  pre- 
serves, &c.,  &c. 

There  are  many  others,  inside  and  outside  of  the 
market,  deserving  mention,  who  do  a  very  large  business, 
in  home  products  and  southern  and  western  fruits :  among 
these  in  the  fruit  and  vegetable  trade  are  Hiland  &  Co.  ; 
C.  E.  Morrison  &  Co.,  and  others. 

FISH  MARKET. 

The  fish  department  of  the  market  is  limited  to  a 
few  dealers,  but  a  large  business  is  done  by  them.  The 
firm  of  Shattuck  &  Jones  has  been  more  than  twenty-five 
years  in  the  business,  and  the  other  firms  are  Wm.  Prior, 
Jr.  &  Co.,  Johnson  &  Burns,  Walker  &  Reed,  and  Knowles 
&  Son.  These  parties  receive  their  supplies,  not  only  from 
the  coast  of  New  England,  but  from  the  whole  coast,  as  far 
south  as  Florida;  from  the  interior  lakes  and  rivers,  and 
even  from  California  and  the  Pacific  coast.  The  market  has 
a  wide-spread  reputation,  not  only  for  its  supplies,  but  for 
its  varities,  in  season  and  in  some  cases,  out  of  season. 
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Boston,  September,  1876. 
To  His  Honor,  Sam'l  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir  :  Accompanying  this,  please  find  a  photogi-aph  of 
ourselves  in  group  with  yourself,  which  we  ask  you  to  accept  as  a 
pleasant  reminder  of  the  anniversary  it  commemorates,  and  a  slight 
token  of  our  appreciation  of  your  able  services  as  Chief  Representative 
of  the  City  of  Boston  —  our  landlord. 

We  who  have  completed  fifty  years  service,  feel  not  a  little  pride 
that  it  has  been  under  so  good  a  government  as  that  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  shall  always  remember  the  years,  now  closing,  which  have 
been  under  your  rule,  as  made  pleasant  to  us,  by  the  patience,  the  jus- 
tice and  the  unfailing  courtesy  always  shown  us  whenever  questions 
affecting  the  welfare  of  our  market  have  arisen. 

With  the  assurance  of  our  highest  personal  esteem, 

We  are,  Dear  Sir, 

Very  Respectfully  yours, 

J.  HERMAN  CURTIS. 
HARRISON  BIRD. 
E.  HOLDEN. 

NATHAN  BOBBINS, 


4 


1- 


r 


-\ 


EXECUTIVE      DEPARTMENT, 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Sept.  22, 1876. 

Messrs.  J.  Herman  Curtis. 
Harrison  Bird. 

E.    HOLDEN. 

Nathan  Robbins. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  received  with  much  pleasure  your  note  of 
the  21st  inst.  with  its  enclosure. 

I  am  gratified  to  find  my  portrait,  thus  grouped  with  that  of 
gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  been  so  long  happily  associated  in  rela- 
tions both  of  official  business  and  personal  friendship  You  may  be 
assured  I  value  much  the  kind  and  flattering  terms  in  which  you  speak 
of  my  service,  as  the  City's  Chief  Magistrate.  It  is  the  encourage- 
ment and  suppte^il^^'  of  such  men  as  yourselves,  that  have  enabled  me  to 
do  the  little  I  have  been  able  to  accomplish  for  the  city's  welfare. 

I  shall  soon  quit  public  office,  but  I  shall  not  take  leave  of  my 
friends  nor  forget  them,  nor  expect  to  be  forgotten  by  them. 

The  great  establishment  with  which  your  names  are  honorably 
associated  throughout  its  entire  history  is  as  important  and  interesting 
to  the  private  citizen  as  to  the  ma|;istrate.  It  has  a  double  hold  on  us 
all.  It  appeals  every  day  to  our  pockets  ;  and  it  ministers  every  day  to 
our  household  enjoyments  and  hospitalities. 

I  shall  always  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  high  character  of  Fan- 
euil  Hall  Market,  and  in  the  prosperity  of  those,  —  yourselves,  your 
associates  and  successors,  —  who  give  it  its  tone  and  conduct  its  admin- 
istration, at  once  for  their  own  advantage,  and  for  the  health  and  satis- 
faction of  the  people  of  Boston. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  high  regard. 

Very  cordially  yours, 

SAM'L  C.   COBB,  Mayor. 
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